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The Cardinal 


By S. Louise Armstrong 


T IS winter in the South at early 
morn; 
All about us is an impenetrable wall: 
One scarcely knows that day is born, 
For a murky fog has settled over all. 


Once cannot pierce that heavy gloom 
with sight, 
But it is rent by a clear and wondrous 


call 
That breaks upon the senses as a sudden 
light— e 


It is the joyous song of the cardinal! 


Sing on, little feathered friend, and I 
will hark 
To the lesson that your song brings 
to me— 
That glad songs travel far when the way 
is dark; 
I will trust and sing when I cannot 
see. 
ve 


Steady Rain for the Soul 


What our souls need most is the, 
regular, daily impact of the Word of God 
upon them. It is this that causes us to 
grow and be fruitful in the Christian 
life. In one of the Messianic Psalms is 
this lovely figure: ‘He shall come down 
like rain upon the mown grass: as 





showers that water the earth” (Psa. 
72:6). The picture is that of gentle, 
steady rain on ground prepared to re- 
ceive it. A quiet, all-day rain is better 
for the ground than a sudden, furious 
downpour. Quantities of rain may fall 
in a summer thundershower, but it may 
beat down grain, vegetables, and flowers, 
and carry off topsoil in rivulets; and 
when it is over the hot sun comes out 
and the moisture rises in steam. Spur- 
geon says of the verse quoted from the 
Psalm: “Pastures ‘mown with the 
scythe, or shorn by the teeth of cattle, 
present, as it were, so many bleeding 
stems of grass, but when the rain falls 
it is balm to all these wounds, <.d it 
renews the verdure and beauty of the 
field; fit image of the visits and benedic- 
tions of ‘thé consolation of Israel.’” Also, 
the heavy, older grass fas been cut 
away, allowing the rain to get right 


down to the roots and the younger . 


shoots. How lovely is an early morning 
in May after a night of rain, when the 
blue sky has cleared and the air and 
the ground are washed clean, and the 
drops on trees, shrubs, flowers, and lawn 
sparkle in the brillfant light of the ris- 
ing sun! When the Lord had a special 
message for Elijah after the contest on 
Carmel, He was not in the wind, or the 
earthquake, or the fire, but spoke to him 
in “a still small voice” (1 Kings 19:12). 


God does sometimes speak to His people 
through cataclysmic experiences, but His 
normal way is through His Word. ‘His rule 
for teaching us is this: “For precept must 
be upon precept, precept upon precept; 
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, 
and there a little” (Isa. 28:10). Even 
the repetition in this verse emphasizes 
our, need for repeated reading of the 
Word. This promotes prayer, and prayer 
and Bible study are the basic and pri- 
mar¥ means for the growth of the soul. 
A Christian who is saturated with the 
Word, and obeys it, is likely to have a 
calm, wholesome outlook on life; to be 
kept steady in the path of God’s will 
in either joy or sorrow, wealth or pov- 
erty; he is likely to be a pleasant com- 
panion, not voluble in aimless talk; and 
he will not be overly disturbed by world 
conditions. If we would know what it 
is in our own life to have Him “come 
down like rain upon the mown grass,” 
we must give Him time and opportunity 
to do it through His Word and prayer. 
He then will wash away impurities and 
nourish our souls. Then indeed we can 
take this promise to ourselves: “And 
the Lord shall guide thee continually, 
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and 
make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be 
like a watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not” (Isa. 
58:11). 


Ernest Gordon's Promotion 


By the Editor 


his removal means for many 

a change in the whole land- 
scape of life.” These words, written by 
Sir William Robertson Nicoll when C. H, 
Spurgeon died in 1892, are applicable to 
Ernest Gordon, beloved friend and 
valued contributor to THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times for more than thirty years. He 
passed away peacefully on Friday morn- 


oH’ HAS fallen like a tower, and 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Who are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto salvation” 
(1 Pet. 1:5a). 




















ing, February 10, at the Barnstable 
County Hospital, .Pocasset, Cape Cod, 
Mass. He would have been eighty-nine 
on March 2. Though he might have 
been too modest to refer them to him- 
self, yet these words of the Apostle 
Paul’s are Very fitting: “I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that day: and not 
to me only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). He 
was indeed a brave warrior and de- 
fender of the faith, caring little for what 
men thought of him and aiming first 
and always to serve and please his Lord. 
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Che Sanday School Cine 
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A graduate of Harvard University, he 
was a scholar and gentleman, a linguist, 
a traveler, a profound student of the 
Scriptures with a thorough knowledge of 
the Greek, a prodigious warker and pro- 
lific writer, with a tremendous command 
of the English language as well as of 
several others. He had the New Eng- 
land sense of humor, usually gentle and 
kindly, yet his satire could be caustic, 
and he could sting opponents with 
rapierlike thrusts. In a sense he was 
lonely, for he was a bachelor all his life. 
He was the soul of modesty, unpreten- 
tious in his clothing and habits, almost 
never speaking in public and wanting 
no publicity. ; 

Mr. Gordon’s popular “Survey of Re- 
ligious Life and Thought” was announced 
in THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times of Septem- 
ber 16, 1922, and the first installment ap- 
peared—the following week; and this 
important feature of the Trmes_ has 
continued since then. He wrote several 
hundred editorials, book reviews, and 
special articles for the Times, including 
his scholarly “Notes From a Layman’s 
Greek Testament.” 

Mr. Gordon’s correspondence was de- 
lightful, scintillating, never common- 
place, showing unobtrusively his wealth 
of knowledge and variety of reading. He 
expected blows from his critics and 
knew how to return them. Occasionally 
he criticized the Editor and other Tres 
writers when he thought they needed it. 
Here are glimpses of his interesting 
letters: 


“IT have been in Gothenburg some 
weeks carving with a wood carver 
and latterly working with a book 
binder. This may seem trivial em- 
ployment in these serious times, but 
I have found from experience that I 
can always do more and better head- 
work if I have handwork going along 
with it. I know no place where I can 
get this instruction as here in Sweden, 
so am using my opportunities to ac- 
cumulate a little skill together with 
models, drawings, and tools so that 
when I get back I shall have every- 
way a better equipment.”—August, 
1933. 

“Yes, I built all the buildings at 
Beulahview with my own hands, but 
I have no photographs of them. That 
was a pleasant but unimportant task 
in my life. The important thing was 
providing the Prohibition Movement 
with its most valuable literature, do- 
ing its research for it, organizing valu- 
able and fruitful demonstrations for 
it, and all without pay. That is worth 
mentioning if I am to be mentioned. 
Also the body blow to Modernism by 
‘The Leaven of the Sadducces’... 
Then there is the Immanuel Hymnal 
... which nearly killed me to publish, 
and whieh is so little known and ap- 
preciated.”—January 30, 1934. 


“Yes, Father started the Bible Train- 
ing Schoo] which developed into the 
Gordon School of Theology and was so 
named after his death.”—September 1, 
1944, 


€ 
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On receiving birthday greetings from 
the Trmes: “And will you express my 
appreciation to the other friends who 
signed the shower of signatures in 
honor of my eightieth birthday. It 
takes the edge off the ominous fact 
to have such sympathy. Yet as far as 
that is concerned I must say that I do 
not bear the marks. of age yet. I 
walked five miles yesterday without 
any weariness and, apart from this 
temporary setback, caused by finish- 
ing the books, I see no signs of decay. 
In fact, the year past has been one of 
the best in my life.” 


When another editor asked for a 
biographical sketch: “No, I do not 
care for any publicity, now or ever.” 
—October 2, 1950. 


“Thank all the friends .. . at 325 N. 
13th St. who so kindly recalled my 
far-advanced birthday and were good 
enough to express their, what shall I 
say, sympathy or congratulations? 
Probably both, for if one regrets be- 
ing so far along on the road to old age, 
one can but rejoice at the glorious 
things to which old age is the portal. 
Mors janua vitae [Death the gate to 
Life]. ‘And again I say, Rejoice.’ "— 
March 1, 1951. 


“Many thanks for your Christmas 
greeting and with warmest remem- 
brances in turn. Maranatha! [Our 
Lord cometh.]”—December 20, 1951. 


On being asked to write a special 
Thanksgiving article: “It is difficult 
to write on demand on such a thread- 
bare subject as ‘thanksgiving’ without 
producing a string of commonplace 
generalities. My old professor William 
James used to say to us, ‘Avoid the 
general; keep to the conerete.’ Cer- 
tainly he was an illustration of that 
principle, and that it is which gives 
to his writing its vividness and inter- 
est. It seems to me then that, instead 
of straining to squeeze blood out of 
a turnip by discussing thanksgiving, it 
would be more profitable to give some 
illustration of things to thank God for. 
I have done this in the following note 
which is a preface to a review of 
‘Bible and Medicine,’ I have found in 
my stockpile. I trust it will prove 
satisfactory.”—October 4, 1953. 


“Many good New Years to you, 
blessings in your work and in your 
children’s work. . . . As to me, be 
sure not to take notice of my 87th 
birthday, March 2. Let me glide over 
it as a ship at sea over the equator.” 
—December 29, 1953. 


“T had a checkup at a very good doc- 
tor here, and he said I was in fine shape, 
heart good, blood pressure only 160, 
the other tests all right. Nevertheless 
at times I feel very weak. I would 
jump with joy to receive the summons. 
I have finished by authorship work, 
‘The Fact of Miracle’ being my swan- 
song and two controversial studies on 
the alcohol question, which will prob- 
ably be released posthumously as I 
cannot stand up to a fight any longer.” 
—November 8, 1954. 

“I had a checkup at the doctor’s 
lately, and he pronounced me wonder- 
fully sound. Heart which troubled me 
three years ago is now as steady as a 
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cathedral clock.. My head is as strong 

as needed for this Survey work, al- 

though I hesitate about much else. I 

am surprised about memory. It is 

normal, I judge, for an old man, more 
so in fact. I tried the other night to 
recall the principal streets of Stock- 
holm where I had not been for fifty 
years. All but one I could name. But 

I have had a cloud of depressing 

weight and need the prayer help of 

all my friends.”—November 26, 1954. 

“In regard to those autobiographical 
notes, let me say that I did not write 
them in the way of post-mortem ad- 
vertisement but only to make sure that 
nothing incorrect should get into the 
SST in the way of obituary. I care 
nothing for such things and have even 
ordered, as John Calvin did, that I 
shall be buried in an unmarked grave.” 
—July 24, 1955. 

“T have had a relapse and my heart 
has given out. I send two Surveys 
for March and April, and will send by 
railway express a bundle of articles, 
temperance quarterlies, and N. T. 
Notes to be used through the year. 
... My work is done. With affection- 
ate remembrances, Paul the aged.”— 
December 29, 1955. 

One of his very last messages to the 
Editor was published on the second 
page of the Trwes of February 4, con- 
taining letters and articles about the 
Ecuador martyrdom. 

When asked several years ago by a 


(Continued on page 157) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Sir Walter Raleigh's Faith 


In the October 15, 1955, issue, this 
writer read with interest “The Inspir- 
ing Example of the Reformers” all 
about “Bloody Mary,” Queen of Eng- 
land. This issue was tucked away in 
one of my books on England, “A Short 
History of England.” I am typing off 
for you these last lines of a poem writ- 
ten by Sir Walter Raleigh (found in 
his Bible) the night before his exe- 
cution: 


Even such is time, that takes in trust 
Our youth, oyr joys, our all we have, 
And pays us back with age and dust; 
Who in the dark and silent grave, 
When we have wandered al! our 
ways, 

Shuts up the story of our days. 
But from this earth, this grave, this 


dust, 

My God shall raise me up, I trust! 

It is hard to think that during the 
era of Shakespeare and Bacon such 
frightful atrocities were visited upon 
man by man... . The article by Er- 
nest Gordon [on] the burning of Prot- 
estants and frightful torturing, all in 
the pursuit of religion, makes us think 
that the “milk of human kindness” was 
nonexistent at that time-—A Washing- 
ton, D. C., reader, 


Sir Walter Raleigh was executed on 


October 29, 1618, and the lines quoted 


(Continued on page 157) 
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ll’ What Happens When a Christian Sins? 


The necessity and meaning of 
abiding in Christ 


natures of the believer, the “old 

man” and the “new man,” is fur- 
ther emphasized by Paul in Romans 
7:20, where he states: “Now if I do that 
Eevil] I would not, it is no more I [the 
new man] that do it, but sin: that dwell- 
eth in me.” In this passage, “sin” is 
equivalent to “the flesh” or “the old 
man,” as it is also throughout Romans 
6, 7, and 8, and 1 John 1. The new 
nature, or “new man,” cannot sin, ac- 
cording to 1 John 3:9; 5:18. Sin always 
comes from jour old nature, the “old 
man,” the “flesh.” 
further answer to our question, What 
happens when a Christian sins? we may 
say that he is walking according to the 
“flesh,” and not according to the Spirit 
of God. The “old man” is in control, 
while the “new man” is temporarily in- 
active. 


To distinction between the two 


“Abide” Is To Obey 

There is another expression in John 15, 
which is equivalent to the “fellowship” 
of 1 John 1. It is Christ’s command to 
His disciples: “Abide in me” (John 15: 
4). The word “abide” is used eight 
times in John 15 of the believer’s normal 
relationship with Christ, two of these 


being expressed thus: “Abide in my 
love” (in v. 9, the word “continue” 
should be translated “abide”). Once 


Christ speaks of His words abiding in us 
(v. 7), once He speaks of His own abid- 
ing in the Father’s love (v, 10), and once 
He speaks of our fruit “remaining,” but 
the original word is “abide” (v. 16). 
The same word “abide” occurs in 1 John 
2:24 (3 times, though once translated 
“remain” and once “continue”), also in 
verse 27 (twice) and verse 28, as well 
as several times in chapters 3 and 4, 
where the word is sometimies translated 
“dwell” in the Authorized Version. It 
is not possible to take the space here to 
study the word in detail. Let us simply 
note that it is possible to abide “in 
death” (1 John 3:14), instead of “abiding 
in Christ.” But what does it mean to 
“abide in Christ”? It is clearly stated in 
1 John 3:24, “He that keepeth his com- 
mandments dwelleth [abideth] in him, 
and he in him.” The same truth is ex- 
pressed by our Saviotr in John 15:10, 
“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 
abide in my love.” In other words, to 
“abide” is to obey. Disobedience is sin. 
When we sin, we do not “abide in 
Christ.” This parallels the statement of 
1 John 1:6, that when we sin (walk in 
darkness) we do not Have fellowship 
with the Father and the Son. 

However, there is stili another con- 
sequence of not abiding in Christ, that 


Consequently, as a 


Dr. Stearns is director and teacher 
in the Bible Institute of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, Brussels; and foun- 
der and director of the Global Gos- 
pel Broadcasts, Inc., which has a 
French broadcast called La Bonne 
Nouvelle par les Ondes; and a Span- 
ish broadcast called Lumbres de 
Vida. The American address of Glo- 
bal Gospel Broadcasts is 5826 North 
Broadway (2nd floor), Chicago 40; 
and that of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 7. There will be four more 
articles in the series, which will con- 
tinue next week. 








is, sinning. We learn from John 15:4 
that it is impossible for the branch (the 
Christian) to “bear fruit” unless it 
abides in the Vine (Christ). This is vety 
serious, because it is God’s desire that 
all His children should bear fruit—much 
fruit, in fact. It glorifies Him, when we 
bear much fruit (v. 8). What kind of 
fruit? This may refer to spiritual repro- 
duction, the winning of souls to Christ. 
A Christian walking in darkness, living 
in sin, cannot expect to be much of a 
soul-winner. But there is another kind 
of fruit specifically mentioned in Gala- 
tians 5:22, 23. It is the “fruit of the 
Spirit,” that is, the fruit produced in and 
through the believer by the Holy Spirit. 
It consists of nine graces: “love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith [for faithfulness], meekness, 
temperance” (or self-control, or, better 
still, Spirit-control). These deéscribe 
perfectly the wonderful character of our 
Saviour. The Holy Spirit would pro- 
duce Christlikeness in the believer (2 
Cor. 3:18), but He cannot do it, when 
the Christian sins. He cannot do it, 
because He is grieved by our sin (Eph. 
4:30; Isa. 63:10); He is “quenched” by it, 
that is, His action in us is hindered (1 
Thess. 5:19). This means that, when the 
Christian sins, the Holy Spirit can no 
longer produce in him the ninefold fruit 
of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, etc. 
Romans 5:5 tells us that “the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.” 
But it is evident that the Holy Spirit 
can only shed abroad in our hearts this 
divine ‘love which is the fruit of the 
Spirit, when He is allowed by the be- 
liever to do so, that is, when He is not 
grieved and “quenched” by our sin. So 
our love waxes cold, according to the 
principle of Matthew 24:12. Our joy 
also disappears. Another purpose for 
which John wrote his First Epistle is 
stated in 1:4, “that your joy may be full.” 


By MINER B. STEARNS, Th.D. 


But that follows immediately after verse 
3, and is dependent upon it. Our joy 
depends on our fellowship with God, and 
when the fellowship is gone, the joy 
is gone. How can we have joy, which 
is part of the fruit of the Spirit, if the 
Spirit is grieved by our sin? 

We have seen that, when the Chris- 
tian sins, his “flesh,” or sinful nature is 
at work, he is walking “according to 
the flesh,” and immediately becomes 
fleshly, or, as it is expressed in our Eng- 
lish translation, “carnal,” 1 Corinthians 
3:1-4. (The Greek word translated “car- 
nal” is simply. the adjective from the 
noun translated “flesh.”) The contrary 
of “carnal” is “spiritual” (1 Cor. 2:15). 
At each moment of his Christian life, the 
believer is either “carnal,” dominated by 
the “flesh” or sin nature; or else he is 
“spiritual,” dominated by the Holy 
Spirit. It is impossible to be dominated 
by both the Holy Spirit and the “flesh” 
at the same time, because .“these are 
contrary the one to ¢he other”. (Gal. 
5:17), in deadly opposition. You cannot 
be both carnal and spiritual at the same 
time, just as you cannot walk both in 
the darkness and in the light at the same 
time. There may be rapid transitions 
from the spiritual to the carna] state, 
and vice versa—in fact, the transition is 
always rapid. It cannot be anything else, 
for we do not begin’ to sin gradually, 
nor do we return gradually to a spiritual 
state. Consequently, at any given moment 
of our Christian experience, there are no 
degrees of spirituality—we are either 
spiritual, or we are carnal. True, there 
are degrees in Christian growth, but that 
depends upon how much time we spend 
in a spiritual state, and how much in a 
carnal state. When we say that one be- 
liever is “more spiritual” than another, 
or than he himself used to be, we simply 
mean that he spends more time in a 
spiritual condition (if our judgment is 
correct). There are many forms of car- 
nality, into which we cannot enter, in 
this discussion. Paul mentions some of 
them in 1 Corinthians 3:3: strife, envy- 
ing, divisions; but any sin makes the be- 
liever carnal, until the divinely ap- 
pointed remedy is applied. 


God’s Holy Stimulant 

There is a divine command in Ephe- 
sians 5:18, to which far too little atten- 
tion is paid. It is: “Be filled with the 
Spirit.” The filling with the Holy Spirit 
is God’s holy stimulant for the believer, 
in contrast, in this same verse, with. the 
world’s poor stimulant, wine, with all 
its harmful effects and aftereffects. Why 
are we not more often filled with the 
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Holy Spirit? The answer is: sin. As 
sin grieves and “quenches” the Spirit of 
God in the life of the believer, so it 
prevents Him from filling the believer 
with Himself, and with His own divine 
power. Our Saviour promised divine 
power to the disciples, when the Holy 
Spirit would come upon them (Acts 
1:8). This promise was fulfilled ten days 
later, at Pentecost, when “they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:4). 
The speaking with tongues which ac- 
companied the filling with the Holy 
Spirit on the first Christian day of Pen- 
tecost (that feast had already been cele- 
brated by Israel some 1,400 times, with 
nothing spectacular occurring, Lev. 23: 
15-21), is not necessarily a sign or ac- 
companiment of the filling with the 
Spirit, as some would have us believe. 
On the contrary, the carnal church in 
Corinth apparently demonstrated its 
fleshliness (1 Cor. 3:1-4), among other 
ways, by an excessive and childish use 
of the spiritual gift of speaking in 
tongues, 1 Corinthians 14 (especially 
vs. 6-20). But on that first Christian 
Pentecost, the disciples were genuinely 
filled with the Spirit, and the speaking 
in tongues had a very practical purpose 
—that of evangelizing the polyglot mul- 
titude present at Jerusalem, without the 
necessity of usjmg interpreters. So far 
as the Biblical record goes, that kind 
of speaking in tongues was never re- 
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peated; but those who are’ filled with 
the Spirit will always seek to evangelize 
the unsaved. The promise of power, in 
Acts 1:8, is immediately followed by the 
Saviour’s prophecy, which was also a 
command (cf. Matt. 28:19, 20; Mark 16: 
15), “Ye shall be witnesses unto me... 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
Being filled with the Holy Spirit will 
not insure the believer against sinning, 
else a believer once filled with the Spirit 
could never sin again, which is obvi- 
ously not the case. Peter was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, in Acts 2:4 and 4:8, but 
he clearly sinned later, according to 
Galatians 2:11-14. But though being 
filled with the Spirit will not necessarily 
prevent us from sinning, sinning will 
most certainly prevent us from being 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and hence 
deprive us of Spiritual power, which 
we so much need. Someone may object 
that the believer might cease to be filled 
with the Spirit, before he begins to 
sin; but God commands His children to 
be filled with the Spirit, hence not to 
be so filled is sin! Sin is anything that 
is contrary to the will of God, or con- 
trary to His nature, which is holy. Sin 
may be in the form of an act, word, or 
thought, or simply in the failure to act, 
speak, or think as we should. There 
are sins of omission, as well as of com- 
mission, as we learn from James 4:17. 


(To be continued) 


|. Winning Boys and Girls to Christ 
Through the Daily Vacation Bible School 


HEN Christ Jesus said to Peter 

and Andrew, as they were “cast- 
ing a net into the sea” of Galilee, “Fol- 
low me, and I will make you fishers 
of men” (Matt. 4:19), he set before them 
the great objective that was henceforth 
to control their lives. And, although 
they did not at the time know all that 
was involved in such a sacred calling, 
they must have been impressed with 
the fact that they were now to devote 
themselves to the task of catching men, 
bringing them to believe on Christ as 
their Saviour and Lord. 

The fact that they were still to be 
“fishers” would naturally suggest that, 
in some respects, their new mission and 
ministry were to be like the old busi- 
ness that they were leaving, while the 
thought that they were to be fishers of 
“men” would mean that they were about 
to enter upon a higher calling than the 
one in which they had been engaged. 
And in each of these spheres of activity 
there was the outstanding fact of a defi- 
nite objective, an end to be realized. 
In the one, they had aimed at catching 
fish, while in the other their aim was 


The meaning and the means 





By GEORGE A. BROWN 


to be that of catching men, “taking men . 


alive,” for their Lord. 

Every Christian worker in the Daily 
Vacation Bible Schoo] should be deeply 
conscious of the fact that every such 
school has, or should have, and will 
have if it is true to its mission, a very 
definite objective before it. And that 
objective -is nothing less than winning 
boys and girls to Christ. In considering 
this subject let us notice’ 


THE MEANING 


What are we to understand by win- 
ning boys and girls to Christ through 
the Daily Vacation Bible School? In 
the first place there are some things that 
it does not mean. 

It does not mean merely contributing 
to their growth in’ a knowledge of the 
Word of God, or the truth about the 
person and work of Jesus Christ, or 
about God’s plan of salvation as revealed 
in the Scriptures, and getting them to 
assent to al] such teaching. The knowl- 
edge of and belief in each of these things 
is essential to the realization of the great 
objective of the Daily: Vacation Bible 
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School, but they are not, in themselves, 
that objective. And if the work stops 
at this point, even though some good 
has been done, the real purpose of it 
all has not been realized. 

Again, winning boys and girls to 
Christ through the Daily Vacation Bible 
School does not mean, in addition their 
moral culture, only teaching and train- 
ing them toapply the truth of God’s 
Word to the relations and associations of 
their daily lives. They may, and no 
doubt will, come to know many things 
about questions of right and wrong, what 
they should do and what they should 
not do. But if the Daily Vacation Bible 
School] does no more for them than that, 
it has failed to accomplish the great end 
for which it carries on its program. 

Nor does winning boys and girls to 
Christ mean merely making church 
members of them. That has its proper 
place, as we shall see later, but it is 
not the primary objective of the Daily 
Vacation Bible School. It is easy to get 
a group of youngsters to “join the 
church,” but if they have not first joined 
Jesus Christ, it is the wrong thing for 
them to do. This is also true of adults. 
It is not the church which saves, but the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and it is the business 
of the Daily Vacation Bible School to 
win the boys and girls to Him. 

Now what does this really mean? It 
means first of all receiving the Lord 
Jesus Christ as one’s personal Saviour 
by the exercise of a definite faith in 
Him—a faith that is of the heart, and 
that rests wholly and sotely upon Christ 
as He is offered in the Gospel. It is 
this simple yet significant act that unites 
the believer to Christ savingly and eter- 
nally, so that he becomes possessed of 
Christ’s own life, through the indwell- 
ing of His Holy Spirit, and is thus con- 
tituted and entitled to be called a Chris- 
tian. Anything short of this is not 
soul-winning in the real sense of that 
expression (John 1:12, 13). 

Another thing involved in this won- 
derful, transforming experience is the 
devotion of these saved boys and girls 
to Jesus Christ as their Teacher. For 
when one comes to Christ, be he young, 
middle-aged, or old, he thereby enrolls 
in the school of Christ as one of His 
pupils. He becomes a disciple of Christ, 
that is, a learner who sits at the feet 
of his Master (Teacher) and listens to 
His Word, that he may come to know 
the mind of Christ, and to learn His will 
that he may do it. This is the immediate 
end of receiving Jesus Christ as one’s 
Saviour (Matt. 11: 28-30). 

But there is one thing more that is 
necessary to complete this work of win- 
ning boys and girls to Christ, and that 
is their dedication to Him—the commit- 


“ment of themselves to Him as their Lord. 


This means that henceforth His will is 
to be the law of their lives, and obe- 
dience to Him is to be, not only their 
duty, but their chief delight, just as it 
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was His delight to do the will of His 
Father (Psa. 40:7, 8). Thus they be- 
come followers of Christ, as wel]l as be- 
lievers on and disciples of Christ, and 
nothing short of their confession of 
“Jesus as Lord” marks the end of the 
work of winning them to Him (Rom. 
10:9, 10). 

But now that they have been won to 
Christ, there are certain specific things 
that necessarily follow, and that consti- 
tute the confession of their faith in Him 
before men (Matt. 10:32, 33). 

The first is that of uniting with the 
church, becoming members of some 
evangelical branch of the body of Chris- 
tians, as the Holy Spirit may lead them. 
Of course, the very moment one is born 
again (anew, from above), he thereby 
becomes a member of the true Church, 
which is the body of Christ, the building 
of Christ, the bride of Christ, the broth- 
erhood of Christ. But this does not ren- 
der unnecessary membership in the 
church as a visible organization. On’ the 
contrary it calls for it as a means of 
openly confessing one’s faith in Christ 
before men. And while uniting with 
the professing church does not save any- 
one, may it not be -rightly questioned 
whether one who claims to be a Chris- 
tian and yet refuses to unite with the 
body of Christians, for worship and fel- 
lowship and service, is a Christian at 
all? (Acts 2:41-47.) 

Another element of one’s confession 
of faith in Christ as his Saviour and 
Lord is that of consistent Christian liv- 
ing—that is, living the kind of life that 
is in keeping with the profession he has 
made, the vows he has taken, the obli- 
gations he has assumed. This is the acid 
test of the genuineness of one’s Christian 
experience, and the standard by which 
others, especially the world, the great 
mass of unregenerate and unbelieving, 
pass judgment in this matter. For the 
question is not what one professes to be, 
what he says he is, but what he really 
is in his inner life, his real and true 
self, as- demonstrated and proved by 
what he is in his outer life, his *life as 
seen by men (Gal. 2:20). 

A third thing that enters into one’s 
confession of faith in Jesus Christ is 
faithful Christian service. Every Chris- 
tian is “saved to serve,” and there is mo 
higher honor than that of being a serv- 
ant of Christ. Moses was called “the 
servant of the Lord” (Josh, 1:1), and in 
commissioning Joshua to be his succes- 
sor, the Lord speaks of him as “Moses 
my servant” (Josh. 1:2).- Paul chose 
to be known as “a servant [bondserv- 
ant, slave] of Jesus Christ” (Rom. 1:1). 
Our Lord Himself is referred to in the 
Old Testament as Jehovah's servant, 
“Behold my servant, whom I uphold; 
mine elect, in whom my soul delight- 
eth” (Isa. 42:1; 52:13; 53:11). And in 
the service of our Lord there is a place 
and a part for every member of His 
mystical body, the Church, as is so won- 
derfullv set forth in 1 Corinthians 12: 
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12-31, where Paul, speaking by the Holy 
Spirit, uses the functions of the various 
members of the human body to illustrate 
this truth. So that service for Christ is 
an essential element of one’s confes- 
sion of faith in Him, as Saviour, Teacher, 
and Lord, God’s anointed Priest, 
Prophet, and King. 
THE MEANS 

The means by which the objective of 
the Daily Vacation Bible School is to be 
realized are. both divine and human, 
and it is of supreme importance that 
everyone connected with it understands 
that “we are labourers together with 
God” in this work (1 Cor. 3:9). 

Primarily it is by the power of the 
Holy Spirit alone that boys and girls, 
or anyone else, can be and are won to 
Christ. For while we are responsible 
for bringing Christ to them, only the 
Spirit of God can bring them to Christ 
savingly. It is His mission and ministry 
to convict of sin and to convert from sin, 
to regenerate and sanctify, to work faith 
in the .heart, thereby uniting the be- 
liever to Christ. This is the teaching 
of our Lord (John 16:7-11) that we see 
demonstrated on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2). in such a wonderful way, 

But how is the power of the Holy 
Spirit to be had? Evidently through the 
prayer of faith. In Acts 1:14 we are 
told of the ten days’ prayer meeting pre- 
ceding the day of Pentecost. While 
this meeting for prayer did not bring 
the: Holy Spirit on the day of Pente- 
cost, as the exact time of His coming 
was as definitely fixed in the counsels of 
eternity by the Triune God as that of 
the first coming of the Son of God to 
earth, yet we believe that it was vitally 
connected with the wonderful events of 
that day. And although it is neither 
necessary nor proper, since Pentecost, 
to pray for the coming or the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit, since He came on 
that day to abide with and in the dis- 
ciples of Christ (John 14:16, 17), \it is 
in order to pray for “the working of his 
mighty power.” This is proved by the 
experience of the disciples as recorded 
in Acts 4:29-31, and in many like an- 
swers to prayer ever since to this very 
hour, 
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A third most vital element in the 
means to be used to win boys and girls 
to Christ through the Daily Vacation 
Bible School is the Bible, the Word of 
the living God. And, while the very 
short time that the school is in session 
will not permit any extended study of 
the sacred Scriptures, every course of 
study should provide for some very defi- 
nite teaching of at least these three 
things: 

First of all, there should be a study 
of the Bible as a whole, even though 
this be nothing more than a bird’s-eye 
view of it. This is necessary in order 
to a well-balanced knowledge of the 
Scriptures. 

Then there should be the plainest and 
most positive teaching concerning the 
person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. For as He is the central char- 
acter of the entire Scriptures so the 
truth about Him should be the very 
heart of al] the instruction that is given 
in the Daily Vacation Bible School. Such 
essential doctrines as His eternal pre- 
existence, His absolute deity, His virgin 
birth, His sinless life, His supernatural 
power, His substitutionary death, His 
bodily resurrection, His ascension and 
present session at the right hand of the 
Father, where He makes intercession for 
His own, His personal return for the 
rapture of the Church, and then His 
coming in great power and glory to rule 
the world and to judge the quick and 
the dead, should be so implanted in the 
minds and hearts of the boys and girls 
that they would always believe them 
and never forget them. 

And finally, God’s own plan of salva- 
tion as revealed in the Scriptures, should 
be set forth in such definiteness, sim- 
plicity, and clearness that they would 
understand: just what they must do to 
have eternal life. For this truth there 
is absolutely no substitute, for, as Paul 
wrote to Timothy, it is “the holy scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). 

Personal work with individual boys 
and girls is another important means of 
winning them to Christ. This affords ar 


(Continued on page 154) 


“Teacher Training With the Master Teacher” 


An introduction to an unusual seties of articles based on Christ's methods of teaching 


F YOU could ask the Sunday school 

superintendents of America, “What is 
the greatest gneed of your school?” an 
overwhelming majority would undoubt- 
edly reply, “Consecrated, trained Sun- 
day school teachers.” And whether a 
superintendent had in mind replace- 
ments for his regular teaching staff or 
substitutes for regular teachers when 
they must be absent, the answer would 
be the same. 

Most Sunday school teachers really 





want to. become better teachers, and 
many young people are willing to be 
shown how to become. good teachers. 
The evidence for this is seen in the large 
number of teachers who subscribe to 
and read Sunday school periodicals, who 
buy teacher-training, books, and who at- 
tend Sunday school conventions when- 
ever they are held, all with the thought 
of becoming more efficient Sunday 
school teachers. How is it, then, that, 
with all the remarkable advances that 
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have been made in teacher training in 
recent years, with the increase of Bible 
schools equipped to train young people 
to teach, and with the desire of most 
teachers to be better trained, there is 
still a scarcity in most Sunday schools 
of trained and consecrated teachers? 
Perhaps the hustle and bustle of the 
days in which we live have much to do 
with the inability of many to find time 
for serious teacher training. Many can- 
not attend Bible school, either for lack 
of time or because no school is acces- 
sible. In many Sunday schools no one 
is available who feels qualified to teach 
a teacher-training class. And so, for 
one reason or another, training is denied 
those who need it and desire it. 

Now if you had the privilege of choos- 
ing the greatest teacher of all time with 
whom to study, whom would you 
choose? Would you dare say that you 
could not find time to study under such 
a teacher? More than fifty years ago, 
Charles S. Beardslee of Hartford Theo- 
legical Seminary caught the inspiration 
of studying with the Master Teacher, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and he wrote a 
book about it called, “Teacher-Training 
with the Master Teacher.” It was pub- 
lished by The Sunday School Times 
Company in 1903, with the subtitle, 
“Studies of Christ in the Act of Teach- 
ing as a Means of Learning How To 
Teach.” : 


R. CHARLES S. BEARDSLEE was 

born on a farm at Coventry, N. Y., 
in 1850. His daughter, Mrs. John H. 
Kingsbury, of Myrtle Beach, S. C., writ- 
ing to THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times under 
date of February 1, 1956, says that her 
father was born 106 years ago on that 
very day. He attended the Norwich Acad- 
emy,N. Y., Amherst College, and Hartford 
Theological Seminary. After two years 
at Hartford as assistant to the professor 
of Hebrew, he studied for a time in Ger- 
many, then served on the home mission 
field in Iowa and Arizona, and as a pastor 
at West Springfield, Mass. In 1888, he 
was made associate professor at Hart- 
ford, and later professor of Biblical 
Dogmatics and Ethics, then professor of 
Biblical Homiletics, which post he held 
until his death in 1914. In writing about 
Dr. Beardslee, one of his students, the 
Rev. Ernest B. Patten of Buffalo, N. Y., 
says: “Dr. Beardslee was in sharp dis- 
agreement with his colleagues on the 
faculty of Hartford Theological Seminary 
when it came to accepting many of the 
so-called results of the Higher Criticism, 
and the few of us who were willing to 
follow him were saved from being led 
astray by destructive Bible critics.” 

Dr. Beardslee’s book has long been out 
of print, but its forty lessons are fresh 
and virile and just as stimulating today 
as they were a generation ago. 

A dozen or more chapters from Dr. 
Beardslee’s book will be reprinted as a 
series in The Sunday School Times, be- 
ginning next week. 
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The aim of this series is, first of 
all, to help today’s teachers to discover 
the teaching methods employed by the 
Lord Jesus and applying these metnods 
in their own teaching; and then perhaps 


encouraging many teachers to bring to-, 


gether other teachers in their Sunday 
school or community for mutual study 
and discussion of these lessons and the 
beginning of a short teacher-training 
class of their own. 


OWEVER, it should be pointed out 

that Dr. Beardslee has not devised a 
precooked or predigested system of 
study that needs merely to be read over 
hastily and then repeated to others. He 
uses terse, clear-cut, and unusual state- 
ments and questions to spur the student 
to think and to look in the written 
Word for himself, While, as Dr. Beards- 
lee states, many of his questions cannot 
be answered offhand, few of them are 
beyond the range of the average person 
above eighteen, if he or she will look 
and think. 


To the student, Dr. Beardslee writes in 
the preface to his book: 


Keep free. Heed this truly. Above 
all things be yourself. See with your 
own eyes. Let your thinkimg be your 
own. Preservé your independence. 
Gain some findings that shall be fully, 
truly yours. 

Learn tq look. Use your eyes. That 
is, read. Read through and through 
the Gospel scene. Read to see. See 
what you read. Put all your intellect 
into your eyes. Then read with all 
your eyes. Look. 

Then think. Think, first, to make 
things stand apart. Distinguish. Make 
your seeing definite. Make the dif- 
ferent. features of the Gospel scene 
begin to individualize. Get every 
factor by itself... Look and think 
until you know, in close detail, just 
what you see. Persist in this. 

Then think again. Compare. Com- 
bine. Set the separate things together. 
Find out affinities. Learn how Christ 
unites. Trace out His reasonings, 
Push for unity. 

Thus bring out to light Christ’s 
teaching art.. Detect the secret of His 
leadership in conference. Track out 
the genesis of His opinions. Dig up 
His motives. Locate His aims. Find 
out His ways and means. Grow fa- 
miliar with the workings of His mind. 
Extract the very genius and spirit of 
His teaching work, 

Pursue the work in order. Do the 
first thing first. Leave the last thing 
till the last.. Do not begin to prate 
about Christ’s skill and art, while still 
the very stuff that gives the scene its 
shape is strange. o ' 

In all, be honest to the very core. 
Never trifle. Never dawdle. Never 
‘sham. You study Christ. 

To those who would uSe these lessons 
to teach others, Dr. Beardslee says: 

Be a model student, first. Be a faith- 
ful fellow student to the last. 

Grasp each lesson as a whole. Its 
basis is a single Gospel scene. How- 
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ever full or manifold, it has a natural 
unity. Find its core. Then keep that 
central feature all the while in view. 

See how the lessons subdivide. Trace 
those lines of natural cleavage. In 
following theSe inner boundaries get 
to be expert. Learn to handle the 
major portions separately. It is curi- 
ous to see how many times a major 
fraction will contain the whole. 

Learn to allot these major sections 
separately to different members of 
your class. This will lessen the stu- 
dent’s task, while leading him still 
into the lesson’s heart. 

In handling any single lesson, plot 
out some plan. Then hold it fast. Do 
not suffer vagrancy. Only so will you 
ever reach the end. 

In arranging the entire course, keep 
elastic. Adjust your programme to 
your class. Shape your schedule as 
you wish. Linger in one lesson longer, 
if you desire. Omit whole lessons, if 
you like. Attempt original tasks, if 
you have a competent class. 

Discourage haste. Do not rush to 
reach the last lesson in the last week. 
Cherish thoroughness. In every stene 
the Saviour stands entire. Do fine 
work. Take time. 

Insist on thought. Note how simple 
all the questions are. They lie within 
the range of common, daily life. Not 
ten inquiries in al] the book are be- 
yond the range of the average person 
above eighteen, if he will look and 
think. But no man can answer them 
offhand. And they refuse to be dis- 
dained. 

Appreciate the difference in those 
lessons at the end—the closing eight. 
They demand peculiar breadth and 
steadiness of views. They aim at final 
synthesis—a short inclusive statement 
of the whole. In them the strength 
and earnestness of your mind must 
do their best. And it will take your 
time. But get your powers al] to- 
gether and settle down. Begin. Per- 
sist. And do not end until you see how 
all your visions of your Lord can 
blend and unify. 


OULD you like to have every 

teacher and prospective teacher in 
your Sunday school share in this stimu- 
lating and thought-provoking teacher- 
training series? You may have as many 
short-term subscriptions to THE SUNDAY 
Scnoot Times as you wish for only $1 
each (Canada, $1.10), sent to one address 
or to separate addresses. They will 
bring the Tres to your teachers for 
eighteen weeks, including the entire 
series, beginning next week. But you 
should act promptly and get your order 
in the mail at once so as not to miss 
the first in the series. For each three 
new 18-week subscriptions to the Times, 
you may have, without additional money 
cost, one copy of Edgar Ainslie’s studies 
in the Book of Revelation entitled “The 
Dawn of the Scarlet Age.” Send all 
subscriptions at one time, mentioning 
this offer, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. MARCH 11. JESUS INTERPRETS HISTORY 
Luke 17:20, 21; 21:5-38; printed text, 21:29-36 
Golden Text.—Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.—Luke 21:33 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 21:29 And he spake to them a parable; Behold the 


fig tree, and all the trees; 


30 When they new shoot forth, ye see and know of your 
own selves that summer is now nigh at hand. 

31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, 
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 

32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass 


away, till all be fulfilled. 


33 Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall 


not pass away. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

OME say that Jesus, being a child 
S of His age, shared the common 

errors of His generation with re- 
spect to the Messianic expectancy. So 
His prophetic teaching is not to be taken 
too seriously, but with allowances for 
the mistakes of His day. Now the fact 
is that Jesus completely clashed with 
the Messianic expectations of His genera- 
tion, which was in large measure a rea- 
son for His rejection. The prophetic 
teaching of Jesus is certainly*in accord 
with that of the Old Testament prophets, 
but He constantly rebuked His genera- 
tion for their ignorance regarding what 
the prophets taught. He both fulfilled 
the prophets, and pointed to further and 
ultimate fulfillment of the prophets in 
His coming again. 

If Jesus could say of John the Baptist 
that he was “a prophet? Yea, I say unto 
you, and much more than a prophet” 
(Luke 7:26), the same could certainly be 
said of Himself. He is the very Word 
of God. He is “the truth.” What He 
says carries the authority of God, and 
is the very word of the Father. His 
claim that His wordg “shall not pass 
away” is recorded by all the synoptists 
(Matt. 24:35; Mark 13:31; Luke 21:33). 
Our Lord’s preview of history is iner- 
rant and infallible. We need no caution 
in accepting it. The caution comes in 
where interpretation begins. Sometimes 
we are guilty of putting our interpre- 
tation on the same plane of authority 
as His statements. 

One of our Lord’s greatest prophetic 
utterances was the Olivet discourse, 
part of which constitutes our lesson this 
week. Let us approach it with all the 
confidence of faith in accepting it, and 
all the caution of true reverence in in- 
terpreting it. 





34 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 


cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares 


35. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. 

36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall cdme 
to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 


Verse by Verse 
Luke 21:29.—*. . . Behold the fig tree, 
and all the trees.” This parable is given 
also by Matthew (24:32, 33) and Mark 
* (13:28, 29), but Luke has the significant 
addition, “and all the trees.” 


Verse 30.—“When they now shoot 
forth, ye... know .. . that summer is 
now nigh at hand.” Spring is the herald 
of summer. So nearly instinctive is this 
knowledge that Jesus says, “Ye as 
know of your own selves.” -The simile 
being used, then, is a very simple one. 

Verse 31—‘“So-. . . when ye see these 
things . . . know ye that the kingdom 
of God is nigh .. .” As the budding of 
the trees heralds the coming of summer, 
so the coming to pass of those things 
which Jesus has been relating heralds 
the coming of the Kingdom of God. That 
is the clear sense of the parable. 

Verse 32.—‘. . . This generation shall 
not pass away, till all be fulfilled.” The 
meaning of this verse revolves around 
the sense in which the word “genera- 
tion” is used here. It is possible that 
our Lord had more than one meaning 
in view. 

Verse 33.—“‘Heaven and earth shall 
pass away: but my words shall not pass 
away.” The verse says categorically that 
“heaven and earth shall pass away,” not 
“may pass away,” as a popular chorus 
has it. The Word of Christ is more endur- 
ing than the universe. What a claim! 
What a certainty! ° 

Verse 34.—“And take heed ... lest... 
your hearts be overcharged . . . and so 
that day come upon you unawares.” The 
long “tarrying” of the Lord tends to dim 
the expectation of the impatient and the 
unstable, so that they begin to put more 
store upon the things of this present 
life. In turn, these things of earth ren- 
der us insensible to the budding of the 
trees. 

Verse 35.—“For as a snare shall it 
come ...” It is a sad thought that such 





an event as the coming of the Lord 
should be a trap which catches men in 
judgment when ‘it ought to mean a 
catching up to Glory. 


Verse 36.—“Watch ye therefore, and 
pray always, that ye may .. , escape 

. Stand before the Son of man.” The 
blessed hope calls for watchfulness. 
“Escape” does not necessarily mean 
“having no experience of,” but it does 
mean “coming out unharmed.” There 
is a tribulation in which believers shall 
have no part, but let us not be surprised 
if the darkening latter days bring much 
tribulation to the people of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Our brief lesson falls naturally into 
three divisions. In the first of these, 
Jesus emphasizes with a parable what 
He has just been saying earlier in the 
chapter. It is generally called the par- 
able of the Fig Tree, for in the accounts 
as given by Matthew and Mark only the 
fig tree is mentioned, but Luke adds 
“and all the trees.” Spring finds the 
trees shooting forth their tender leaves 
—a signal that summer is not far off. So, 
said our Lord, when these things of 
which He has been speaking are seen 
coming to pass, it is an indication that 
that great day of the appearing of the 
Kingdom of God is about to dawn. But 
what are “these things’? The earlier 
part of the chapter has dealt with a 
preview of history, from the day when 
Jesus was speaking to the end of the 
age, with considerable emphasis on the 
destruction of Jerusalem which took 
place in A.D. 70. Manifestly “these 
things” cannot refer back to the whole 
course of this age, and certainly not to 
the destruction of Jerusalem. It would 
seem, then, that the reference is rather 
to the time of tremendous unheavals in 
nature and the nations, in the heavens 
and on the earth. It is in such days 


that Jesus commands His people to look 
up and lift up their heads for their re- 
What 


demption is at hand (vs. 25-28). 
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therefore looks like a sign of universal 
castastrophe is a sign to God’s people of 
the dawning of the great day of the 
Kingdom of God which Will be ushered 
in by the appearing of the Lord Himself. 

The second division of the lesson is a 
word of great certainty. Just as surely 
as Heaven and earth shall’pass away 
so surely shall the words of Christ not 
pass away. In the. midst of many disas- 
ters, then, we can rest on His unfailing 
Word. What He has declared will come 
to pass. Moreover, it will come to pass 
quickly. The day is coming when the 
word, “though it tarry, wait for it,” will 
be ¢hanged to “it will surely come, it 
will not tarry” (Hab, 2:3). 

The third division of the lesson is in 
the form of an admonition. This prom- 
ise carries with it an obligation to watch. 
The seeming delay of the Lord’s coming 
will present a temptation to become in- 
volved in the things of this world and 
its excesses. Such negligence will de- 
stroy our awareness of the harbingers 
of His coming and expose us to a sad 
awakening when that day which brings 
final emancipation to the’ people of God 
will be as a trap sprung upon the un- 
wary. How much better if the dawning 
of that day finds us as birds escaped 
out of the snare of the fowler, so that we 
stand unashamed before the presence of 
Him for whom we have looked! 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. A sure sign (Luke 21:29, 30) 
2. An absolute assurance (vs. 31, 32) 
3. A solemn warning (vs, 33-36) 


Topics for Development 

The Parable of the Trees. Many Bible 
scholars regard the fig tree of the par- 
able as referring to Israel, and the bud- 
ding of the fig tree as a picture of the 
resurgence of Israel as a nation, such as 
we have seen in our own generation. 
These signs of new life in the nation of 
Israel, after centuries of no national ex- 
istence, is then taken to be a sign of the 
near coming of the Lord. The phrase 
added by Luke in the parable, “all the 
trees,” is then referred to the Gentile 
nations, and here opinion differs as to 
the meaning of the putting forth of 
leaves. Some regard it as the new na- 
tionalism, and the manner in which 
backward nations are asserting them- 
selves. Others regard it as a spiritual 
awakening among the nations, to precede 
the coming of the Lord. (See the cau- 
tious and thoughtful editorial in THe 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times for Jan. 6. 1934.) 

I have no desire to call this interpre- 
tation into question, but would call at- 
tention only to the fact that it cannot 
be based on the Olivet discourse, where 
nothing is said of the resurgence or res- 
toration’ of: Israel, but much of its de- 
struction. So far as the Olivet discourse 
is concerned, the budding of the fig tree 
“and all the trees” simply looks back 
to the cataclysmic eruptions of which 
Jesus has been speaking, as the har- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. March 4.—Jesus Faces the City. 
: , Luke 19:28 to 20:47 
Next Week’s Lesson 


18.—Jesus Institutes the . 
Sedias ekeddbanel Luke 22:1-71 


12. March 
Lord’s Supper 








binger of the manifestation of the King- 
dom of God. 

“This Generation.” Three interpreta- 
tions have been offered of Luke 21:32, 
and its parallel verses in Matthew and 
Mark. One is to the effect that the gen- 
eration to which Jesus addressed His 
prophecy would see the fulfillment in 
the destruction of Jerusalem, which took 
place in A.D. 70. Another is that the 
word “generation” refers to the Jewish 
people or race, and that the prophecy is 
a promise that the Jewish people would 
be preserved despite their dispersion 
among the nations, to see the fulfillment 
of all that was predicted. A third view 
returns to the common meaning of the 
word “generation,” and suggests that the 
generation which would see these things 
begin would also see the consummation 
—in other words, that the whole process 
of consummation, from the first signs 
to the appearing of the Lord in glory, 
would be packed into one generation. 
Now I am very accommodating, and can 
see truth in all three. The destruction 
of Jerusalem, which was certainly a 
major topic in the Olivet discourse, was 
accomplished within that generation. 
As for the second, the Jews are still 
with us, despite circumstances which 
would have destroyed the identity of 
any other race.. As for the third, many 
believe that the end-times are upon us, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT is the discourse usually called 

from which our lesson is drawn? 

2. What was the occasion of this dis- 
course? 

3. What event, now historical, looms 
large in this prophetic discourse? 

4. What kind of picture does our Lord 
draw of the times immediately preced- 
ing His return? . 

5. How does Luke’s version of the 
parable of the Fig Tree differ from the 
versions of Matthew and Mark? 


6. What is the point of the parable of 


the Trees? 

7. What is the fig tree generally taken 
to represent? 

8. What two great certainties does our 
Lord state in this lesson? 

9, What three meanings have been 
given to the word “generation” in verse 
32? 

10. What opposite effects will the 
Lord’s coming have on people? 


(Answers on page 153) 
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and expectation is high that now at last 
“the time is at hand.” The indications 
of this multiply around us. 


Practical Applications 

Are you as keen to discern the budding 
of God’s purposes as you are to note the 
signs of spring? 

One swallow does not make a sum- 
mer. One tree in bud may be deceptive. 
Take a comprehensive view of God’s 
working. Look at “all the trees.” 

Two things are sure: Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, and the words of Jesus 
shall not pass away. Then cleave to His 
Word rather than to the-things of nature. 
_ Keep watching, and the Lord’s com- 
ing will neither surprise nor confound 
you. Fail to watch, and it will do both. 

Will the Lord’s return mean for you 
an escape or a capture? 


Golden Text 

Luke 21:33.—“Heaven and earth shall 
pass away: but my words shall not pass 
away.” Who but the Son of God would 
dare to say that His words were more 
enduring than the universe? The man 
who said this is either the Son of God 
or a braggart fogl unworthy of serious 
attention. 


ELmMuurst, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesteD Hymns 


“Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
“Jesus Is Coming to Earth Again” 
“O Jesus, I Have Promised” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, whose Word is given 
to instruct us, to warn us, and to draw 
us to Christ, we thank Thee for Thy 
loving concern for our good. Give us 
hearts responsive to Thy message and 
bless the teaching of Thy truth here and 
everywhere this day. Make it a day in 
which sinners are converted, backsliders 
restored, faithful folk encouraged, and 
the tried comforted. Bless this land with 
reverence for Thee that will show itself 
in obedience to Thy requirements. For- 
give us our many sins. Deepen our love 
to Thee. Help us not to be weary in 
welldoing, but to he diligent servants of 
our Lord and Saviour till He returns to 
reign, or we are taken to be with Him 
above. We ask all these mercies in His 
name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In our chapter our 
Lord foretells two great events then in 
the future: one near, the other far off. 
The first, the destruction of Jerusalem, 
took place as here foretold nearly nine- 
teen centuries ago. The other, Christ’s 
second coming, will just as surely take 
place in God’s time, and that ceuld be 
in our lifetime. The Lord calls us to 
watch against being so occupied with 
either the pleasures or the cares of life 
that His return should come on us sud- 
denly, as a snare (v. 34). 





ce ee. 





Lesson for March 11 


About thirty years ago, a devastating 
hurricane drove like a gigantic batter- 
ing-ram into gay Miami, the place where 
wealth and ingenuity were doing their 
utmost for the creation of pleasure. That 
day, as though to give an object lesson 
for the end of our age, sudden destruc- 
tion hit the gayest spot on this conti- 
nent. In a moment the scene was trans- 
formed from one of gaiety, wealth, and 
pleasure to flooded ruins, uprooted trees, 
lifeless bodies in hundreds and panic- 
stricken survivors seeking shelter. An 
eyewitness said there was no warning 





AT HIS RETURN— 
eve AND Deaths 


ELIGHT? 
and people had no chance to escape. 
Pleasure seekers and money-makers 
were both alike suddenly overtaken by 
the. great catastrophe. And so shall it 
be for all earthly minded people at 
Christ’s return as judge. That day will 
come upon them as a snare. “Watch 
ye therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to pass, and 
to. stand before the Son of man” (Luke 
21:36). ® 

CaLGarY, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Behold the fig tree, and all the trees” 
(Luke 21:29).—Fig trees are very com- 
mon in Palestine. When the people be- 
hold the fig tree putting forth leaves 
they regard it as the glad harbinger of 
summer. 

The Old Testament abounds with 
glowing, divinely inspired predictions of 
a joyous summer of national restoration 
and blessing for Israel. 

The Jews were acquainted with these 
prophecies and, no doubt, oftén won- 
dered just when and how they would 
materialize. We are informed that even 
the prophets themselves searched “what 
manner of time the Spirit of Christ 
which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow” 
(1 Pet, 1:11). 

That the fig tree is representative of 
Israel can be gathered from Jeremiah 
24. The prophet saw two baskets of figs. 
One basket was filled with good figs, the 
other with evil figs. 

In interpreting the vision to the 
prophet, the Lord said, “Like these good 
figs, so will I acknowledge them that 











are carried away captive of Judah, whom ~ 


I have sent out of this place into the 
land of the Chaldeans for their good.” 

The evil figs represented the disobe- 
dient King Zedekiah and his princes, and 
others who remained in Palestine; also 
those who went into Egypt when the 
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Lord told them to submit themselves 
to Nebuchadnezzar. 
Other nations were represented by the 
cedar, fir, chestnut, and so on (Ezek. 31). 
Dr, Guthrie said: “The believer in 
respect of character is a tree of right- 
eousness, of the Lord’s planting; in re- 


spect of strength, a cedar of Lebanon; 


in respect of fruitfulness, an olive; in 
respect of position, a palm tree planted 
in the courts of God’s house; in respect 
of full supplies of grace, a tree by the 
rivers of water, which yieldeth its fruit 
in its season, and whose leaf doth not 
wither. He offers this analogy between 
grace and nature, that as the tree grows 
best skyward that grows most downward, 
the lower the saint descends in humility 
the higher he rises in holiness. The 
soaring corresponds to the sinking.” 

“When they now shoot forth” (Luke 
21:30).—Israe] as a nation was dead for 
centuries, but something is happening in 
our day which certainly corresponds to 
a fig tree putting forth leaves. 

Israel is now a sovereign state, with 
a place in the United Nations Organiza- 
tion. She has been given at least a por- 
tion of the Promised Land. She has her 
own university. Her own language is 
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used officially. She has her own flag, 
coinage, stamps, and military forces. 

She has marvelously transformed the 
appearance of the land. Over a million 
Jews from all lands have returned to its 
boundaries. 

David Ben-Gurion, first Prime Minis- 
ter of Israel, said: “In the first four 
years after the foundation of the State 
of Israel, three quarters of a million 
Jews returned—from all the ends of the 
earth, from more than sixty countries 
spread over the five continents.’ There 
is no doubt, however, that the ingather- 
ing of exiles has not ended; it is only 
beginning.” 

Tue Sunpay Scuoot Tres recently 
carried a series of ten interesting and 
inspiring articles entitled: “Bible Proph- 
ecies Fulfilled Today,” by George T. B. 
Davis. The articles are now published 
in book form, and may -be had for $1 
a copy from the Million Testaments 
Campaigns, 1505 Race Street, Philadel- 
phia 2. Readers desiring a report of 
what is now transpiring in Israe] should 
secure and peruse this book. 

“._. know ye that the kingdom of God 
is nigh at hand” (Luke 21:31).—The 
Kingdom of God is now in mystery form. 


THE TWO-FOLD “WATCH! 
“EJs 2 snare shall it come-: WATCH ye 
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(Matt. 13.) A Kingdom without a mani- 
fested King! (1 Tim. 1:17.) But when 
the signs mentioned by the Lord Jesus 
are “seen” the Kingdom shall be in mys- 
tery form no longer. 

The people “shall . . . see the Son of 
man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory” (v. 27). Then shall be ful- 
filled the glowing prophecies regarding 
the earthly kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The “battle of that great day of God 
Almighty,” being fought at Armaged- 
don, at that time, shall be gloriously 
consummated. The Beast and the False 
Prophet shall be summarily dealt with. 
Satan shall be bound, sealed, and shut 
up in the bottomless pit for a thousand 
years. ‘The kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord and 
His Christ. 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 

Till moors shall wax and wane no more. 

—Isaac Watts. 

“This generation shall not pass away, 
till all be fulfilled” (Luke 21:32).—The 
generation then living saw the portion 
of the prophecy relating to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem fulfilled, but they did 
not see the signs in the sun, etc. (vs. 25- 
27); so it is evident our Lord did not 
mean the generation in which He was 
speaking, but rather the generation of 
which He was speaking, 

No less a scholar than J. N. Darby 
said: “The difficulty as to ‘this genera- 
tion shall not pass away,’ is a prejudice 
flowing from the English use of the word 
‘generation.’ It is quite as much used 
for a moral class in Scripture as for the 
period marked by human life; and if 
Deuteronomy 32:5, 20 (where that very 
subject is treated of) be referred to, the 
sense is plain.” 

Certainly the generation of the fro- 
ward, in whom is no faith, shall pass 
away when the Lord reigns in power 
and great glory. 

“'.. my words shall not pass away 
(Luke 21:33).—“The Bible is indestruct- 
ible. It cannot be holden of death. 
Buried a thousand times beneath the 
accumulated heaps of hostile criticism, 
it rises again to newness of life. It is 
absolutely unsuppressible. The contin- 
uity of the Bible as a spiritual and 
ethical force in the life of the world is 
one of the outstanding marvels of his- 
tory. Recall its story. Reckon up the 
number, the strength, the malignity of 
the open and avowed enemies it has en- 
countered whose extinction it has sur- 
vived. Look at the character and power 
of the schools of criticism, and note the 
way in which they have come and gone, 
whilst it has kept on forever.” (Se- 
lected.) 

Wawona, CALir. 
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The Lord will perfect that which con- 
cerneth me.—Psalm 138:8. 





* 25-28, 33, 36. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I know a family in which 
there are three boys and two girls. 
The oldest boy finished high school and 
joined the navy last year. On a train- 
ing ship he went across the seas to the 
opposite side of the world. It was an 
exciting episode in the family’s life. 
Two months ago they received a let- 
ter from Jim stating that his ship would 
be docking at an American port in a 
month or so and he would be permitted 
to come home for a brief visit. It was 
interesting to see the effect of this news 
on the family; they told the neighbors 
in jubilant tones. Everywhere they 
went it was all they could talk about: 
at church, at Sunday school, in the 
stores. “Jim is coming home soon!” 
How did they know? Why, they had a 
letter from him saying so. Jim would 
not have written that without good rea- 
son for it. Things began to happen at 
home. Jim’s room was fixed up extra 
nice—some things were put there for his 
comfort and enjoyment he had not had 
before. The house was repainted and 
the front yard got a “face lifting.” 
Now, fellows, Someone is coming 
whose arrival will be far more thrilling 
than the home-coming of your best hu- 
man friend from afar. He is none other 
than the Lord Jesus Christ. Héis actu- 
ally coming from His throne in Heaven 
to this earth where you and I live. He 
"has said so, and He could never tell an 
untruth. Neither can He be mistaken or 
fail by any accident. Jim was sincere 
in the announcement of his home-coming, 
but a dozen things could have happened 
to prevent it. Jesus has definitely stated 
that He is coming, and His statements 
about it are recorded in God’s holy Word 
which “is true from the beginning.” No 
accident could possibly prevent His com- 
ing, for God does not have accidents. 
Bible students tell us th are more 
ythan three hundred references in the 
New Testament alone, to the second 
coming of our Lord. He has not given 
us the exact date of His coming, but 
He has told us to be expecting Him, and 
He has given us certain signs which will 
take place shortly before Hjs coming. 
In our lesson text today, some of these 
signs are described. Look at Luke 21: 
“And there shall be signs 


Stars; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and’ the 
waves roaring; men’s hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth: 
for the powers of heaven shall be 
“shaken. And then shal] they see the 
Son of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.. And when these 
things begin to come to pass, then look 
up and lift up. your heads; for your re- 
demption draweth nigh.” “Heaven and 
earth ‘shall pass away: but my words 
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shall not pass away.” “Watch ye there- 
fore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man.” 

There are some who believe these 
verses describe the events which are tak- 
ing place right now. Surely the world 
has never been in greater confusion. 
In ‘the past few years possibilities of 
world disasters have come into view 
which were never dreamed of before. 
Even the wisest of our statesmen are 
guessing, and can -give no assurance that 
this great country of ours will not be 
a heap of rubble within the next two 
years. Whether it comes or not, our 
Government is preparing for a devastat- 
ing war, such as has never been known 
before. And some of our leading sci- 
entists and statesmen are predicting that 
such.a catastrophe is imminent. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





SLSUS INTERPRETS HISTORY 





‘ 
ly 
= ae 
- - 
4 -~ 
- = - sc = = 
o> .-« ePF ee ~~ 
LvKé 2//29- 32 
7 
vl 
- _ —_ 
-- ~ ae 
~~ ~——_ fs 
‘ 
- 
“ 








ff... 
SIM, 


ae 






































Lesson for March 11 


Nowhere can we get a definite as- 
surances and a knowledge of what to do 
except from God’s Word. There He tells 
us to be expecting Him, and to watch 
for Him and to be praying. Also to “be 
ready,” for we know not the hour when 
the Son of man will come. Every state- 
ment from the highest human authorities 
is punctuated with speculation and doubt. 
If we are wise, we will accept God’s 
advice, instead of the counsels of men, 
no matter how wise or how knowing 
they may seem to be; this will calm our 
fears and anxieties about it all, and we 
will be looking forward to the event 
with real pleasure. Jim’s folks “lifted 
the face” of the front yard in prepara- 
tion for his coming. God’s Word tells 
us today to “look up, and lift up your 


heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh.” 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin today by reviewing what 
we have learned on “The Resurrec- 
tion” card, and learning the next verse. 
Good. Our new question is, “Whom will 
Christ bring with Him when He comes 
again?” Answer, “If we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with, him” (1 Thess. 4:14). This is a 
wonderful verse. The resurrection of 
our: loved ones who died in Christ is 
just as certain as the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. And we will meet them 
all again at His coming. I believe we 
can Jearn this whole verse in one piece, 
if we say it together slowly, thinking 
of what it means. Let us keep on re- 
peating it till someone is ready to say 
it alone. Fine. I hope these wonderful 
words will come into your minds if you 
ever have to stand by the grave of a 
loved one. 
In Luke 19 we read how the Lord 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem in triumph. 
But you remember He was also in tears, 


knowing the awful distress that was, 


coming on that city because of His re- 
jection by the Jews. Then we read of 
His cleansing the Temple of the evil men 
who were using it as a place to make 
money, sOme even by cheating. 

Luke 20 tells some of the difficult ques- 
tions His enemies asked, trying to get 
Jesus to say something which would get 
Him into trouble with the government. 
But He answered everything with per- 
fect wisdom, and then silenced them 
with a question they could not answer. 

Luke 21 starts with the story of the 
poor widow who cast all she had into 
the Temple treasury. After the Lord 
had praised her deed, some of those 
around Him began to speak of the 
beauty of the building. Read the reply 
of Jesus in verse 6. When the Saviour 
said this, it no doubt reminded the dis- 
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ciples of what He had said when He 
wept over the city. What two questions 
did they ask Him in verse 7? (“When 
shall these things be? and what sign will 
there be when these things come to 
pass?”) 

The Lord’s first answer to that was, 
“Take heed [Be careful] that ye be not 
deceived.” Girls, many people have been 
deceived by religious leaders who pre- 
tended to know the dates of future 
events, prophesied in the Bible. Cer- 
tain cults, such as Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
have set dates again and again, and have 
always been wrong, yet they still de- 
ceive people. This should not be. Read 
Deuteronomy 18:22. 

Others have been deceived by men 
who have claimed to be Christ Himself. 
If we know God’s Word, we never can 
be deceived in this way. The Bible 
teaches that the next time our Lord 
comes to earth, it will be as the mighty 
Conqueror, seen and recognized by all 
the world. His coming then is to pun- 
ish the wicked and to take His throne. 

Next read Luke 21:9-11. First the 
Lord said, “Be not deceived.” Now He 
says, “Be not terrified.” Already we can 
see the beginning of some of the dread- 
ful things prophesied in these verses. 
Instead of worrying about the dangers 
in our world, let us trust the Lord, real- 
izing that He is greater than all the 
powers of evil. 

Now read verses 12-17. This has al- 
ready taken place. Many, many Chris- 
tians down through the centuries have 
been imprisoned and killed for Christ's 
sake. But He stood with them, and gave 
them the right words of testimony to 
speak. How verses 18 and 19 must have 
encouraged them! Their cruel enemies 
would perish unless they repented, but 
they themselves were so precious to the 
Lord that not one hair of their heads 
would perish! 

Verses 23, 24 were fulfilled about forty 
years after Jesus said these solemn 
words about Jerusalem and the Temple. 
But there will be a still more awful 
fulfillment of them before Jesus comes 
back to reign. Today we car see in the 
world the beginning of the things fore- 
told in verses 25, 26. People who listen 
to international news and read up’ on 
conditions among the nations do find 
their hearts failing them for fear, be- 
cause our world is steadily becoming a 
more dangerous place in which to live. 
But we need not be afraid, for Jesus 
said, “Be not terrified,” and He has 
all power. Verse 27 is a happy One to 
those of us who love the Saviour, for 
it means that -these very conditions 
which are so frightening are a sign that 
the Lord’s coming to reign over the 
earth is drawing near. And if that is 
so, then His coming to take us to Heaven 
must be still nearer. He is coming into 
the clouds to call us Home before the 
most dreadful judgments fall on the 
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Read verses 29-33. Several time’ in the 
Bible, God speaks of the fig tree as a 
picture of the nation of Israel. For many 
centuries after the destruction of Jeru- 
salem the fig tree seemed dead. But 
now for some years the Jewish nation 
has certainly been “shooting forth.” In 
verse 32 the word “generation” means 
“race.” The Jewish race was to be pre- 
served through al] these things so that 
it would stil] be here when Christ comes 
back to reign. An emperor of Germany 
once asked a great ‘statesman named 
Bismarck, “What is the greatest proof 
that the Bible is the. Word of God?” 
Immediately he answered, “The -Jew.” 
Most of the other ancient races of men 
cannot be found today. Yet the Jews 
are still distinguishable though they 
have been kept out of their own coun- 
try nineteen centuries, scattered all over 
the world, and persecuted more than 
any other people. They cannot be de- 
Stroyed and will yet return to their God 
and to their land. He whose Word will 
not pass away has said so. 

Now let us read verses 34, 35. Here 
is something else to be careful about— 
that the coming of the Lord does not 
take us by surprise. It will even take 
some Christians by surprise. They are 
so busy eating and drinking and making 
plans for this life that they do not study 
their Bibles or notice what is going on 
in the world around them. God wants 
us to read His Word and to be expect- 
ing our Lord when He comes. The last 
thing we are told to do in this chapter 
is to “watch . . . and pray.” Are we do- 
ing this? 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “She Resurrection,” for 
memory work. These cards may be ordered 
from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Tells of His Kingdom 
(Luke 17:20, 21; 21:29-31, 33) 


HAT country do you belong to? 

The United States of America. 
Why are you an American rather than 
a Canadian? Because you were born so. - 
Some people could say, “I belong to two 
countries, one on earth and one in 
Heaven: the United States of America 
and the Kingdom of God.” A kingdom 
is a country which has a king for a ruler. 
What people did the Lord Jesus say be- 
longed to the Kingdom of God? (John 
3:3; Luke 6:20; 18:16, 17; 13:29.) 

One day the Pharisees asktd when 
the Kingdom of God would come. They 
were looking for a king who would rule 
on earth at Jerusalem. The Lord’s an- 
swer was that they couldn’t see it come. 
Why? (Luke 17:21.) Is it within you? 
Is the Lord Jesus King in your heart? 
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You knew a king is “boss” of his peo- 
ple. Boys and girls like to sit on the 
throne in their own hearts and run 
things their own way. Have you invited 
the Lord into your heart, and then driven 
Him off the throne? Oh—oh! We had 
better stop right now to think a minute! 
Then in your own heart put the crown 
back on the person to whom it belongs. 
But some day the Kingdom of God 
will be on earth as well as in hearts and 
in Heaven. When did the Lord’s friends 
think that would happen? (Luke 19:11.) 
What did the crowds sing? (v. 38.) But 
the King was crucified only a few days 
later! Before that happened, the Lord 
told His own what to expect. They 
would be persecuted and even killed. 
Jerusalem would be conquered by an 
enemy. When they saw the armies clos- 
ing in around Jerusalem, they were to 
hurry at once to the mountains, (The 
Christians did, and were safe from the 
terrible sufferings of starvation and 
death that came to the people in Jeru- 
salem.) He told how the Jews would 
be taken away to all nations, (They 
are scattered all over the world today, 
many of them here in our country.) He 
said Jerusalem would be tramped down 
by foreigners until the time of the for- 
eigners was up. (Today thousands and 
thousands of Jews are going back to 
their own country. They do not yet 
have all of Jerusalem. But the “times 
of the Gentiles” must be nearly up!) 
The Lord said there would be signs in 
the sun, moon, and stars. People on 
earth would be worried and not know 
what to do about the roaring sea and 
waves. Men would be scared for fear 
of what was happeping on earth. The 
powers of heaven (the sky) would be 
shaken. And then, then! they would see 
the Son of man—King Jesus—coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory! 
“When you see these things begin to 
happen,” He said, “look up, and lift up 
your heads, for your salvation is near!” 
(If you are in a part of the country 
where buds are swelling or leaves are 
coming out, use a branch for an object 
lesson as Luke 21:29-31 is read.) Do 
you think it is getting near? There are 
signs in Jerusalem! People are afraid 
of atomic bombs! No trouble with the 
sun and moon yet! But verse 32 seems 
to say that after these things begin to 
happen, it will all be finished before 
those living are gone. So you boys and 
girls may see Him come! Will you be 
happy like the faithful people in the 
story He told, and get a reward? The 
Lord warned: “Watch out! Don’t get 
all taken up with fun and work and be 
caught unprepared when that day comes. 
Pray to get through everything and to 
stand before the Son of man”—King 
Jesus! “Heaven and earth shall pass 
away: but my-*words shall not pass 
away” (Luke 21:33, Memory Verse). 


Orono, MAINE, 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HE Pharisees did not love the Lord 

Jesus. As a matter of fact, they 
hated Him! Do not think that they 
were not religious men. They were. 
They studied the Scriptures (they had 
only the part of the Bible that we call 
the Old Testament. The New Testament 
had not yet been written, you see). They 
tried to obey every bit of the Law of 
God. They hated the-Lord Jesus because 
He spoke with authority. Often the 
things that He said did not agree with 
things that the Pharisees said. They 
had added to the Scriptures, though 
God had said nothing was to be added 
to His Word (Deut, 12:32). Neverthe- 
less, the Pharisees wanted their word 
obeyed. 

When the Pharisees heard the precious 
Lord Jesus preach and teach, they were 
frightened. They knew that soon the 
people would not believe them or their 
teaching. They were afraid that people 
weuld not respect them as being as re- 
ligious as they themselves thought they 
were. So they hated the Lord Jesus 
Christ, God’s dear Son, who spoke with 
all the authority of God Himself. Not 
long after the events in our lesson to- 
day, did the Pharisees join hands with 
their enemies (the Sadducees) in order 
to destroy the Lord Jesus. 

The Pharisees had seen the Lord Jesus 
perform many miracles. They knew 
that He was different from anyone who 
had ever lived. They should have known, 
if they had studied God’s Word as they 
should have, that He was the Saviour 
that God had promised would some day 
come to earth. Instead, they were so 
busy abiding by the letter of the Law 
and adding to the Law, that they did 
not understand what God had revealed 
to His own people many long years be- 
fore the Lord Jesus Christ was born. 

Then one day the Lord Jesus rebuked 
the Pharisees. He told them, “You make 
yourselves look good and right in front 
of other men. But God knows your 
hearts. The things that men think of 
favorably are hated by God. The Law 
and the prophets were a guide until 
the time of John. But now the King- 
dom of God is preached” (Luke 16: 
14-16). 

Only a little while later the Phari- 
sees demanded, “When shal] the King- 
dom of God come?” (Luke 17:20.) God 
had promised in the Old Testament 
Scriptures that there would some day 
come a time of blessing, of peace, and 
of righteousness. They -were eager for 
such a time to come. But they did not 
want to believe that the Lord Jesus 
knew anything about the Kingdom of 
God. 

The Pharisees were Jews, remember. 
And often God revealed things to the 
Jews by signs (John 2:18; 6:30; Matt. 
12:38). Therefore they expected that 
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when the Kingdom of God came, a sign 
would be shown them. 

Because the Lord Jesus knew exactly 
what they were thinking, He explained 
first of all, that there would not be any 
sign when the Kingdom of God cothes. 
Let us open our Bibles to Luke, the 
seventeenth chapter and the twentieth 
verse. Let me read what the Lord Jesus 
said, “The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation.” Remember pow, 
that means, there would not be a “sign” 
as the Jews expected. There would not 
be some sign in the sky. God’s Kingdom 
does not come in such a way that one 
can see its coming. 

Then the Lord Jesus added, “Do not 
say, ‘The Kingdom of God is here.’ Or, 
‘The Kingdom of God is there.’ For, 
behold, the Kingdom of God is among 
you.” What did He mean? He meant 
that the Kingdom of God reaches. to all 
those in all the universe who acknowl- 
edge the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God and as the King of kings and 
Lord of lords. To those people who are 
born into God’s family by believing that 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
He gives blessing and peace and right- 
eousness, for which the Pharisees looked. 

How sad it is to know that the Phari- 
sees did not and could not have God's 
blessing and His peace! They were too 
proud to admit that the Lord Jesus was 
the Son of God. They were religious. 
They went to their church, They studied 
the Scriptures. But they refused to’ re- 
ceive God’s Son. So they missed out 
on God’s peace and blessing. 

Have you received the Lord Jesus as 
your Saviour from sin? Have you in- 
vited Him to live in your heart? Are 
you willing to admit you are a-sinner, 
and receive the One who died for you? 
If you are, the Lord Jesus will make 
your heart His home. You can do it 
right now, you know. 

LANCASTER, Pa, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had dpon request from 
The Sunday School Times, 

$25 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Unchanging Foundation.—Heaven 

and earth shall pass-away: but my words 
shall not pass away (Luke 21:33, Golden 
Text). One Sunday I went to worship 
in the little church that stands by the 
shore at Aberdaron. It has stood there 
for fourteen hifindred years. The sand 
has drifted all round it, the wintry 
storms have beaten upon it, but it is 
set firm on the rock underneath. The 
church has been altered and enlarged 
during the centuries, but the walls of 
the old church are built into it. As I 
worshiped there, I tried to imagine the 
sort of people who came there fourteen 
centuries ago and prayed to the same 
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God and loved Jesus as I do. Almost 
everything has altered since then,-_ but 
God shasn’t changed, and Jesus Christ is 
“the same yesterday, and to day, and for 
ever’! On the shore by the old church 
the children play, making castles and 
houses in the sand. They look fine, but 
the next high tide will sweep them away. 
But love and truth and goodness and 
God will last forever. His “words shall 
not pass away.” The firm “foundation 
of God standeth sure.”—From G. Osborn 
Gregory, in the Methodist Recorder. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Little While—Summer is now nigh 
at hand (Luke 21:30). 
A little while, how short a time we may 
not surely say, 
Till Thou shalt come, our blessed Lord, 
to call Thine own away. 
But we are sure ‘twill not be long until 
. we see Thy smile, 
Since Thou dost whisper to our hearts, 
“"Tis but a Kittle while.” 
A little while to snatch lost souls from 
Satan's awful power, 
And lead them to the Crucified in mercy’s 
gracious hour, 
Lord, give us earnestness and zeal, that 
we may faithful be, 
And since the time is very short, win 
many souls to Thee, 
A little while, and then with Christ we'll 
reign eternally; 
A little while, and then the rest, the 
crown, the victory! 
Take courage, soul, look up with faith 
and onward to the prize; 
Soon shall the glorious face of Christ 
meet thine uplifted eyes. 
—From a greeting card. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


A Greater Than Garibaldi—When ye 
See these things come to pass, know ye 
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand 
(Luke 21:31). During the dark days 
of the struggle for liberty in Italy, most 
of the people looked upon Garibaldi as 
their great deliverer. Prisoners, hur- 
ried away to loathsome dungeons, would 
be cheered as they passed along the 
streets by friends whispering in their 
ears, “Courage! Garibaldi is coming!” 
Men would steal out at night and chalk 
on the walls and pavements, “Garibaldi 
is coming.” And when the news of his 
approach to a city was announced, they 
would shout, “Garibaldi is coming!” He 
came, and when he came they regained 
their freedom, never to be enslaved 
again. But Someone far greater than 
Garibaldi is coming to God’s soldiers to 
rescue them. The Lord Jesus Christ is 
coming, and then there will be such 
happiness as we can scarcely even im- 
agine! Do you belong to the Lord Jesus? 
—From Christian Reader’s Digest. Sent 
by Mrs, Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Tending the Fire——And take heed to 
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with surfeiting, and 
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and 
so that day come upon you unawares 
(Luke 21:34). The old founder (Gen- 
eral Booth) called a few of us to him 
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on the train one day and said, “Young 
men, take heed to the fire in your own 
hearts, for the tendency of fire is to go 
out.” I thought about that, and said 
to myself, “Yes, fire will go out unless 
I do three things: (1) Keep the drafts 
open, (2) Keep the ashes and clinkers 
shaken out, (3) Put on more fuel.” 
Then I applied it to my own soul. I 
have a fire of my own. I am to keep 
the drafts open—keep testifying. Keep 
the windows open toward Heaven. I 
am to keep the ashes out—I cannot de- 
pend on past experiences. I must seek 
God afresh. Then I must add fuel—pile 
on new truth, search the Scriptures, 
feed my soul.—From Choice Gleanings 
Calendar. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Who Had the Victory?—For as a snare 
shall it come on all them that dwell on 
the face of the whole earth (Luke 21:35). 
Frank D. Bundy, Central American Mis- 
sion missionary in Guatemala, turned the 
matter over in his mind. _The mission 
property at Panajachel needed enlarge- 
ment. An adjoining lot was for sale. by 
an Indian woman, and arrangements 
were being made with the woman. All 
was in readiness for completing the pur- 
chase. The dream of many months 
seemed about to come true, and hearts 
were glad at this ‘answer to prayer. 
Suddenly a strange Indian appeared, and 
in a loud voice, démanded that the 
woman explain her conduct. Was she 
selling her land to those Evangelicos? 
Wasn’t it enough that he had cast a spell 
over her husband so that he. couldn't 
talk? Did she want to have a worse 
spell cast over her? She could sell the 
land, but only to him! The years passed. 
Then came the year of the flood. Rains 
fell in torrential fury. At eleven o’clock 
one night, in the lot the missionaries had 
hoped to buy, an irrigation ditch was 
filled to its usual height, Nearby a river 
roared between its banks. By six the 
following morning that little ditch was 
ten feet deep and one hundred feet 
Across as the nearby river swept along 
a new course. If God had let the mis- 
sionaries buy and build on that lot, 
every building, not to mention the land, 
would have been swept away over night. 
Who had prevailed—God or the witch 
doctor? In one night God had vindi- 
cated His “No” as an answer full of in- 
finite wisdom. “Can we thank the Lord 
beforehand for what He saves us from, 
as well as what He saves us to?” con- 
cludes Mr. Bundy. “Let us trust more 
and worry less, that the glory be to God 
who doeth ali things well.”—From “Un- 
answered Prayer?” by Anna M. Van 
Hook, in Moody Monthly. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


When the Water Even Begins To Get 
Warm.—Watch ye therefore, and pray 
always, that ye may be accounted worthy 
to escape (Luke 21:36). Psychologists 
have learned that if you put a frog into a 
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pail of hot water he will jump out, but if 
you put him in.a pail of cool water and 
then gradually heat it up, the frog will 
permit himself to be cooked. Appar- 
ently he is unable to ide when the 
water is so hot as to” be unbearable. 
When sudden heinous temptations rear 
their ugly heads, most people instinc- 
tively shrink back; but the thing that 
causes many to get away from God is 


the almost imperceptible day-by-day . 


drifting. The best protection is to get 
out of the pot when the water even begins 
to get warm!—From Christian Victory. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


The Master’s Approval.—. . . and to 
stand befere the Son of man (Luke 21: 
36). There is a story of a young com- 
poser whose music was being performed. 
He kept his eye fixed intently on one 
man in the audience, watching every ex- 
pression that played upon his features, 
It was his teacher. He cared more for 
the slightest mark of favor on his face 
than for all the applause of the great 
company. So in al] our life we should 
watch the face of Christ, caring only 
that He should be pleased. If we live 
to win His approval we shall not be 
afraid to have our deeds laid bare at 
the judgment seat, and to stand before 
the Son of man.—From Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, 
Ill. ' 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 148) 


1, The Olivet discourse, so called be- | 


cause it was given on the Mount of 
Olives, 

2. The disciples had shown Jesus the 
great buildings of the Temple, and He 
had predicted their destruction. The 
discourse was an elaboration of this 
prediction, in answer to the question of 
the disciples. 

3. The destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 
70). 

4. One of upheaval and catastrophe 
(Luke 21:25, 26). 

5. Luke adds, “and all the trees” (v. 
29). 

6. Just as the budding of the trees is 
the harbinger of summer, so “these 
things” predicted by Christ are the har- 
binger of His coming. 

7. Israel. 

8. Heaven and earth shall pass away; 
His words shall not pass away (v,. 33). 

9. (1) The geheration to whom Jesus 
spoke; (2) the Jewish people; (3) the 
generation that would see the beginnings 
of “these things.” 

10. To some it will be the closing of 
a trap (v. 35), while to others it will be 
an escape (v. 36). 


ELmMuurstT, ILL. 
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Winning Boys and Girls to Christ 
(Continued from page 145) 


opportunity to answer any questions, to 
solve any problgns, and to remove any 
hindrances in the way of their coming 
to Christ. These things cannot be dealt 
with fully in the class session where the 
teaching must neé@essarily be of a more 
general nature, applying to al] alike. 
But no two cases are exactly the same, 
so that this “individual work with in- 
dividuals” is a most essential feature of 
the teacher’s ministry if the school is 
to realize its objective to the highest 
possible degree and thus fulfill its mis- 
sion, 

It is, of course,,to be taken for granted 
that everyone who has any part in the 
Daily Vacation Bible School is a Chris- 
tian, for it is’ a distinctly Christian in- 
stitution. One who does not know Jesus 
Christ as his or her own personal Lord 
and Saviour is thereby disqualified for 
this service. This is especially true of 
teachers, for only those who know Christ 
can really make Him known to others. 
So that it is the business of all who 
would teach in the Daily Vacation Bible 
School “to know Christ and to make 
Him known.” 

And since “example is more powerful 
than precept,” the formal teaching of 
the Word of God must be accompanied 
with a practical deménstration of it in 
the life of the teacher. It is not enough 
for him to say, “Do as I tell you, but 
not as I do,” even though what he says 
may be the truth. This thing our Lord 
condemned ‘as He witnessed it in the 
practice of “the scribes and Pharisees,” 
and He warned His disciples against it 
(Matt. 23:1-3). On the contrary, if one’s 
example is to count for Christ, his life 
must be such that he can say, as did 
Paul, “Be ye followers of me, even as I 
also am of Christ” (1 Cor, 11:1. 

(To be continued) 
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Children at Home 
The Lobo Wolf and Faith 


By Mrs. R. V. Holman 


T HAPPENED in 1905, near the small 
frontier village of Crowell, Texas, 
This unexpected meeting with a huge 
lobo wolf was the most terrifying expe- 
rience of my life. I had just moved here 
with my parents in a covered wagon. 
Roads were a pair of ruts winding 
around and under the mesquite trees. 
Fences were few and far apart in this 
ranching country. 

My older sister, two brothers, and I 
walked the two miles from our home to 
school over a narrow, winding cow trail. 
Much of the path was through an old, 
dry lake, rank with tall dried sunflowers 
and underbrush. 

On this particular day, Father had 
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given me money to buy a gallon of sor- 
ghum molasses on the way home from 
schoo]. Since the stores were out of 
the way, the other children were told 
to come directly home so they could do 
the various chores before nightfall. 

The sun was making long shadows 
across the trail by the time I had made 
my purchase and gotten out of town on 
the long trail. While hurrying along 
through the dense underbrush higher 
than my head, I was startled by a big 
wolf suddenly appearing in the path 
ahead of me. At first I was too fright- 
ened to move, then, turning around, I 
sped back toward town. But before I 
had gone far, the monster was before 
me in the path again. Losing no time, 
I raced back toward home. As before, 
the wolf kept appearing and disappear- 
ing in the path, no matter which way 
I went. My steps were getting slower 
and my breath was almost all out of me. 
The wolf was coming closer each time 
until I could have reached out and 
touched him. I knew that he was clos- 
ing in for the kill. 

Then I remembered that God was the 
only one who could help me now. But 
I was only a small girl and did not know 
how best to reach Him the fastest. 
Silently I called upon Him for help. 
Without thinking what I was doing, a 
song came faltering and slow from my 
lips. “Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me 
to Thy bosom fly.” It was a prayer. 
As the words came tumbling out, “Cover 
my defenseless head with the shadow 
of Thy wings,” my voice became firmer 
as my faith was restored. I was no 
longer afraid, for I knew that God was 
with me. As my faith grew stronger, 
my steps were firmer until I marched 
triumphantly from the shadows out onto 
the open prairie. 

It was dusk when I finally reached 
home‘ still carrying the heavy bucket 
of molasses. My parents were worried 
because I was so late, but they scoffed 
at my tale about the wolf. They said 


it was probably a big dog trying to make * 


friends with me. 

But the next week, President Theodore 
Roosevelt and a party came out our way 
hunting coyotes. 
surprised when the hunting party re- 
ported killing several coyotes and one 
big lobo wolf. This part of the country 
was far from the usual] haunts of the big 
timber wolf. 

Mother read the news and, without a 
word, reached for me. As she drew me 
to her and held me close, I was happy, 
for we knew that God had protected me 
from danger. 

ARLINGTON, TEX. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 

staff of The Sunday School Times, for 


its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 


Everyone but me was . 
















February 25, 1956 


Hilltop Ranch for Young People 


R. GEORGE A. PALMER, director 

of the Morning Cheer Broadcast in 
Philadelphia and of Sandy Cove Bible 
Conference, North East, Md., has: re- 
cently announced the opening, for the 
summer of 1956, of Hilltop Ranch, a new 
venture of faith of Morning Cheer. 

Located half a mile south of US. 
Route 1, between Rising Sun and Cono- 
wingo, Md., Hilltop Ranch will operate 
from June 25 to September 3 for young 
people from fifteen to twenty-five years 
of age, with its main emphasis on the 
individual’s relationship to Christ. The 
program will include recreational, edu- 
cational, social, and spiritua] emphases. 
Hilltop Ranch will be a touch of the old 
West, right here in the East, including 
a large stable of horses for riding and 
instruction. “The best of food and plenty 
of it” will be served. 

The main lodge, with its lobby, dining 
room and kitchen, offices, snack shop, 
and recreation hall, will offer modern 
and attractive surroundings, and the 
bunk houses will each accommodate ten 
ranchers and a counselor. There will 
be a large swimming pool, using fi’tered 
water and meeting the standards of the 
state department of health. The delight- 
fully wooded terrain, with Octoraro 
Creek winding through the property, of- 
fers an ideal] setting for a happy, healthy 
ranch holiday. 

Larry McGuill and John DeBrine, men 
of spiritual insight and long experience 
with young people, will be at Hilltop 
Ranch for most of the 1956 season. Dr. 
Palmer’s son, Bob Palmer, will be the 
director of the Ranch. 

Write for folders and applications to 
Morning Cheer, Inc., Box 3,’ Philadel- 
phia 5. -. © 





Preparing for Easter 
in Your Sunday School 


AVE you made plans for the Easter 

service for your Sunday school this 
year? April 1 will be Easter Sunday, 
this year, and the time for preparation 
is short. 

Two different Easter services arranged 
by Mary Brainerd Smith are available 
for your use. They are: “Doors the 
Risen Christ Opened,” and “The Easter 
Command.” They provide responsive 
Scripture readings for the entire school 
and for departmental groups; recita- 
tions for various departments; and orig- 
inal Easter hymns set to familiar hymn 
tunes, thus making specia] rehearsals 
unnecessary. 

These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for the entire school at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 
Stating the number of cepies you desire, 
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A Prize Book on Inspiration 


ONDERVAN' Book Publishers of 

Grand Rapids, Mich. have an- 
nounced that Dr. R. Laird Harris, chair- 
man of the New Testament Department 
of Faith Theological Seminary, Elkins 
Park, Philadelphia, has won the first 
prize of $1,500 in their Christian text- 
book contest for 1955. 

Dr. Harris was awarded the prize on 
the basis of a manuscript, “The Inspira- 
tion and Canonicity of the Bible,” which 
will be published by Zondervan this 
spring. The first part of the manuscript 
deals with the basis and history of the 
belief in the verbal inspiration of the 
Bible, with consideration of various ob- 
jections to ‘the historical Christian posi- 
tion. The second part deals with the 
principles 6n which the books of the 
Old and New Testaments were chosen, 
and why these books and no others are 
believed to be inspired. ‘ 

Dr. Harris has been a member of the 
faculty of Faith Theological Seminary 
since its founding in 1937. He is also 
the author of “An Introductory Hebrew 
Grammar” issued in 1950 by Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
He is president of the Oriental Club of 
Philadelphia and of the Willow Grove 
Christian School Association, and was 
one of the founders and past secretary 
of the Evangelical Theological Society. 


" 
“A Bible Instead of a Bed” 


ANY Times readers were deeply 

impressed by the editorial by Er- 
nest Gordon entitled “A Bible Instead of 
a Bed—How Our Great-Grandparents 
Got Their Berleburger Bible” (Oct. 29, 
1955). This has been reprinted in a four- 
page pamphlet, and copies may be had 
free, for postage, from W. A. Stewart, 
213 Jacoby St., Norristown, Pa. 


Ne 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each%order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 














In the Morning. Pictured by Louise 
Drew. (Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
$1.) Twenty Bible verses chosen by ex- 
perts in religious education make up the 
printed matter of this unique little vol- 
ume for the small lambs of the flock. 
And a full-page picture, done in soft 
shades of gray and green, interprets each 
of these texts. For. example, Proverbs 
17:17, which is, “A friend loveth at all 
times,” is used with a picture of a sick 
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child, sitting up in bed and eagerly wel- 
coming a little girl visitor who presents 
a lovely bouquet. And “Do that which 
is right and good” (Deut. 6:18) is ex- 
plained by the picture of a boy who 
gently eases a stubborn playmate off the 
bottom of the slide so others waiting 
at the top may take their turn and the 
fun go on, 


The Untroubled Heart. By Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor. (China Inland Mission, 237 
W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44; 25 
cents, paper.) Here is a ,little 32-page 
booklet with a keen and thoroughly 
Scriptural message that can prove very 
helpful and practical to any of those 
who know not the peace of God in their 
hearts. Mrs. Taylor writes from wide 
and deep personal experience, and she 
illustrates her message with anecdotes 
drawn from her long experience in 
China under her famous father-in-law, 
Hudson Taylor. There are eight short 
chapters. Chapter seven, “The Secret 
of Endurance,” reminds us of the secret 
of our Lord’s peace and joy in daily 
life, more clearly revealed in the Mes- 
sianic prophecy of Isaiah 50:4, “He 
wakeneth morning by morning, he wak- 
eneth mine ear to hear as they that are 
taught” (A.S.V.). Thus may the believer 
be “untroubled” by the daily “morning 
by morning” communion with the Lord 
Jesus. 

The Olivet Discourse. By Car] Armer- 


ding, D.D. (Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, 
Ohio, 75 cents, paper.) Keen discernment 


is evident throughout this concise an- 


alysis of chapters 24 and 25 of the Gospel 
according to Matthew. The author’s 
standpoint is that of the premillennial- 
ist who sees that the Scriptures teach a 
pre-Tribulation Rapture of the Church. 
His interpretation of this vital prophetic 
passage is therefore accurate and able. 
In the process of expounding the doc- 
trine of last things, based on these im- 
portant chapters of Matthew, Dr. Armer- 
ding refers frequently and helpfully to 
related verses found elsewhere in the 
Bible including, of course, Daniel and 
Revelation. The result is ja -convenient 
reference book providing information 
that will lead many to a proper under- 
standing of the predictive portions of 
the Word of God. , . 


Not the Righteous. By Jack Odell. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$2.) From the radio series, “Unshackled” 
are these thrilling stories of a selected 
few of the hundreds who have been “un- 
shackled” by the power of Christ and 
His Gospe] through the brilliant and 
contagious witness of the Pacific Garden 
Mission of Chicago. The 158 pages are 
divided into fifteen chapters, each one 
the story of the downfall of a man or 
woman who was finally redeemed by the 
grace of God through the faithful wit- 
ness of some loving ambassador of 
Christ. There is rich variety in these 
stories, and one is amazed at the variety 
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of the experiences into which sin can 
lead one. Among these converts was a 
woman wrestler; a highborn Parsi from 
India; a successful Chicago executive; 
a song writer; a safecracker; and an un- 
wanted lad who ran away from home. 
There is little or none of preachment in 
these records, they simply tell the story 
of what happened and how Christ's 
power made broken lives whole again. 
It is an excellent book to refute the 
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claims of the Modernist, for it is strictly 
up-to-date and modern. The author has 
written sympathetically, for the time 
was when he, too, was “shackled” by sin 
and unbelief. 


The Root. of the Righteous. By A. W. 
Tozer. (Christian Publications, Inc., Har- 
risburg, Pa., $2.50.) The forty-six brief 
messages in this remarkable book first 
appeared as editorials in the Alliance 
Weekly, and readers will be grateful for 
their reprinting in this handy volume. 
Each message shows the keen sword 
thrust of God’s truth as quoted from 
Scripture, or, by the Spirit’s illumination, 
some fresh analysis or application of 
truth recorded for “our instruction in 
righteousness.” Mr. Tozer is keenly 
alive to the weaknesses in present-day 
Protestantism and even in the ranks of 
many Fundamentalists. He suggests 
remedies in such chapters as “To Be or 
To Do,” “The Whole Life Must Pray,” 
“No Saviourhood Without Lordship,” 
and “The Presence More Important Than 
the Program.” The last third of the 
book is particularly revealing and help- 
ful, with such themes as “Needed: a 
Baptism of Clear Seeing,” “‘Thankfulness 
as a Moral Therapeutic,” “Praise God for 
the Furnace,” and “We Need Cool 
Heads.” In this last-mentioned message, 
he suggests that in the Church of God, 
two opposite dangers. are to be recog- 
nized and avoided—a cold heart and a 
hot head. 


Christian Nurture of Children. By Alta 
Mae Erb. (Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., 
$2.) In a newly revised edition, the 
author offers sound and Christian in- 
sights into problems and opportunities 
of child training. While profoundly 
sympathetic to the child in these difficult 
days, the author sees him as a sinner 
needing instruction, admonition, and 
love. She does not minimize parental 
difficulties, nor does she underestimate 
the powerful assistance of the Lord in 
meeting these problems. In .the space 
of 180 pages, the frantic parent will find 
much Christian teaching, many hints 
concerning modern pedagogy, suggested 
readings at chapter end, and real en- 
couragement to persevere in God’s way 
of child nurture. 


The Septuagint Bible. By Charles 
Thomson, translator. _ Originally pub- 
lished 1808. Edited, revised, and en- 
larged by C. A. Muses. (The Falcon’s 
Wing Press, Indian Hills, Colo., $6.50.) 
The translator of this work was secre- 
tary of the Continental Congress from 
1774 to 1789. Two questions ‘must be 
discussed in evaluating this publication: 
(1) the ethics of the advertising; and 
(2) the value of the work itself. On 
the first point, the reader must be in- 
formed that unfortunately the promo- 
tional material for this edition is mis- 
leading. “The Septuagint Bible” is 
announced as “the oldest Old Testament” 
(Jacket and Introduction, p, xvii). And 
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the reader is told that this is “the Bible 
that was used, read, and quoted from 
by Jesus and the Apostles.” 

The fact is that the Septuagint is not 
the oldest Old Testament, it is the oldest 
translation (version) of the Hebrew Old 
Testament. Moreover, there is abundant 
evidence that Christ and the apostles 
frequently used the Hebrew Scriptures 
and were clearly conscious of the fact 
that the Hebrew Scriptures constituted 
“The Bible.” The New Testament writers 
did frequently use the Septuagint, which 
was the current Greek translation, but 
to say that it was “the Bible” that was 
used by them is a misrepresentation. 

In anotherpoint the work is mislead- 
ing, namely, that it does not include all 
the books that were included in the 
Septuagint as circulated in the first cen- 
tury A.D. It includes only the books 
that were regarded by the Palestinian 
Jews as canonical and which are now 
included in the Old Testament according 
to the Protestant faith. The Septuagint 
itself included most of the Roman Cath- 
olic Apocrypha, books never regarded by 
the apostles as inspired. 

As for the value of the work, it is’no 
doubt of some slight utility for Bible 
students unable to work with the Sep- 
tuagint itself in Greek, but it is hard 
to see why anyone should desire to use 
a translation of a translation when we 
have good translations of the original, 
carefully compared by the translators 
with the Septuagint. The reader is 
two steps removed from the original Old 
Testament. If there is any very great 
value in a translation of a translation, 
why not use the Roman Catholic Douay 
Version, which is a translation from the 
Latin which is a translation from the 
Septuagint Greek, which is, in turn, a 
translation from the Hebrew. 

The Septuagint itself in’ Greek is valu- 
able as an aid in studying the Old Tes- 
tament, becatse it was translated from 
older manuscripts than we now have. 
It sometimes throws light on Hebrew 
texts; for example, it verifies the word 
“virgin” in Isaiah 7:14. However, it is 
a secondary source, and never should 
be regarded as on a level with the He- 
brew Old Testament. 


Vietorious Christian Living. By Alan 
Redpath. (Flemihg H. Revell Co., West- 
wood, N. J., $3.) Good expository preach- 
ing is a rarity today. Even in conserva- 
tive circles, there are many preachers 
who think that giving a haphazard sort 
of verse-by-verse commentary is Bibli- 
cal exposition, and the result is a famine 
of true preaching. For this reason alone, 
Dr. Redpath’s new book should be given 
a warm welcome. The pastor of Moody 
Church here gives a series of sermonic 
studies on the Book of Joshua, relating 
the experiences of Israel in the conquest 
of Canaan to the believer today, as he 
seeks the fullness of God’s provision for 
his life. This is no easy, superficial 
drawing of real or imagined parallels 
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between ancient history and modern ex- 
perience; this is the presentation of the 
divine principles underlying victory in 
every age, and the application of those 
principles to the experience of a twen- 
tieth century believer. We have here 
expository preaching in the true sense of 
the term, and the result will inevitably 
be blessing for the reader, as it must 
have been for the hearers when these 
sermons were delivered in the early 
months of, Dr. Redpath’s ministry in 
Chicago. 

The book abounds in apt statements 
of spiritual truth, which fairly beg to 
be quoted, The warmth of the preacher’s 
own passion somehow comes through the 
printed page, and the reader feels that 
the Word of God is being ministered 
to him by one who has himself tested 
these truths in the midst of spfritual con- 
flict. These messages honor the Lord 
and feed our souls. By the grace of 
God and the ministry of printing, the 
pulpit of Moody Church is extending 
its witness, bringing the truth of the 
Word to our needy hearts. 


Sermons on. Bible Themes. By John H. 
McComb. (May be had from the author, 
32 River Rd., Scarsdale, N. Y., $1.75.) 
Twelve sermons are brought together in 
this book on vital and important sub- 
jects. The author is noted for his clear, 
analytical approach to the subject with 
which he is dealing, and is always lucid, 
yet profound in presenting to his readers 
the exposition of the Scriptures. His 
treatment of Galatians 1:8, 9: “But 
though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed. As we said before, 
so say I now again, If any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye 
have received, let him, be accursed,” is 
worth more than the price of the en- 
tire series. The same might be said of 
the chapter, “Alive or Dead,” drawn 
from 1 John 5:12, “He that hath the Son 
hath life: and he that hath not the Son 
of God hath not life.” Dr. McComb 
touches the cause of the failures of the 
church of the present day when he says, 
“One of the tragic things today about 
the church is that multitudes have been 
swept into it who have no conception 
whatever of their need of Christ.” The 
book is recommended for reading by all 
believers and should be in the hands of 
the ministers of our churches. If there 
is a preacher who is not clear in his 
declarations of the Gospel, this book 
should be given to him. 


Workable Prayer Meeting Programs. 
By Theodore W. Engstrom. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) 
Twenty-six differertt prayer meeting 
programs are presented in this handy 
volume. Practical suggestions for the 
help of the prayer meeting leader in- 
clude outlines for messages, Scripture 
references, appropriate hymns, poems, 
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and illustrations. Emphasis is placed on 
the need for variety to displace mo- 
notony and the importance of prayer 
in the prayer meeting. Pastors*‘and lay- 
men will find these pages to be full of 
stimulating ideas that they can use as 
is, or adapt to meet their own particular 
needs either for the regular weekly 
prayer service or for special] meetings 
that may be arranged from time to time. 


The Bible Book by Book. By G. Cole- 
man Luck. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
$1.25, paper.) Seeking to approach each 
book of the Bible as a unit and to under- 
stand its message as a whole, the author 
has outlined each book and has briefly 
considered questions of date, authorship, 
recipients, purpose, and theme. Obvi- 
ously a book for the beginner in Bible 
study, the volume cannot be expected 
to deal exhaustively with any of these 
topics nor even to give much evidence 
for the views taken. However, it does 
serve as a good introduction to the Bible, 
with just enough help and orientation to 
whet the appetite for more. 


ve 


On Mt. Rainier With the 
Christian Fellowship Party 


NEVER-TO-BE-FORGOTTEN expe- 

rience is to step out on the plaza 
in front of Paradise Inn, which is 
perched high on one of the shoulders of 
Mt. Rainier, and look across the ever- 
green-carpeted valley to the great glit- 
tering white mass of what the American 
Indians used to call “Tacoma”—‘“the 
mountain that was god.” This will be 
the privilege of the members of the 1956 
Sunday School Times Christian Fellow- 
ship Party this summer on their way to 
Alaska and back. 

The tour begins in Chicago on July 2. 
Three days will be spent in Glacier 
National Park and Waterton Lakes Park 
before reaching Seattle. From there a 
side trip wil! be made to Mt. Rainier. But, 
long before the party arrives at Para- 
dise Inn, if the day is clear they will 
catch glimpses of Mt. Rainier towering 
above the landscape like some gigantic 
dipper of ice cream, as they travel by 
comfortable, modern, sight-seeing motor 
coaches from Seattle. The route will 
take them past shipyards, airplane fac- 
tories, farms, and orchards, and then 
through the forests of giant evergreens 
that comprise Rainier National Park, 
which covers more than 378 square miles 
of mountain grandeur. Mt. Rainier itself 
is a volcanic cone, perpetually snow- 
clad, reaching to 14,408 feet above sea 
level, one of the highest mountains 
within the bounds of continental United 
States. — 

Usually, by the time the Christian Fel- 
lowship Party reaches Paradise Inn, the 
snow line has retreated to higher levels and 
the mountain meadows surrounding the 
Inn are veritable flower gardens of count- 
less alpine blossoms. Arrival at Paradise 
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Inn will be about noon and in time for 
lunch, and the group will stay until 2.30 
p.m. the following day. All meals and 
comfortable lodgings will be had at the 
Inn. The afternoon and the following 
morning will be free for walks along 
easy mountain trails to a number of 
thrilling viewpoints, including the great 
Nisqually Glacier, or for just relaxing 
in comfortable chairs on the plaza just 
outside the Inn door or in the great 
lounge of the Inn. 

Returning to Seattle, the group will 
continue on its way by way of a Cana- 
dian Pacific steamer, stopping for sight- 
seeing in Victoria, B. C., and for an over- 
night stay at the famous Empress Hotel. 
Proceeding to Vancouver, B. C., the 
party will embark on the Union Steam- 
ships, Ltd., S.S. Chilcotin for a nine-day 
cruise along the Inside Passage to 
Alaska, making stops at Prince Rupert, 
B. C., Ketchikan, Juneau, and Skagway, 
Alaska. At Skagway the party will leave 
the steamer for a day’s journey over 
the White Pass and Yukon Railroad to 
Lake Bennett and Carcross, amid some 
of the wildest and most spectacular scen- 
ery in al] Alaska. 

The return trip from Skagway by 
steamer will include another stop at 
Ketchikan, Alaska, and at Prince Rupert, 
B. C., and a cruise up the Gardner Canal, 
which rivals the fiords of Norway. Upon 
reaching Vancouver, B. C., the return to 
Seattle will be made by rail, stopping 
overnight in Seattle before beginning 
the rail journey homeward. The party 
will reach Chicago, where the tour ends, 
on July 25. 

This year’s Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska will be under the direction 
of Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate Edi- 
tor of THe SunpAy ScHoot Times, who 
has accompanied a number of earlier 
Christian Fellowship groups. If you 
would like detailed information about 
this delightful and convenient way to 
travel with other Christians,: free from 
the burden of having to make rail and 
hotel accommodations, look after bag- 
gage, and the like, you may have an 
illustrated folder giving a descriptive 
itinerary and information as to costs and 
accommodations. These folders will be 
ready shortly and will be mailed upon 
request. Please address Mr. John W. 
Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, The Sunday 
School Times, 325 North 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 7 


Sir Walter Raleigh's Faith 
(Continued from second page) 
were found in his Bible in the Gate- 
house at Westminster. They give rea- 
son to believe that he had real faith in 
God and‘in the resurrection of the body. 
They are reminiscent of an earlier wise 
man who wrote, “Remember! now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have 

no pleasure in them” (Eccles. 12:1). 
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Ernest Gordon's Promotion 
.(Continued from second page) 


publisher to write an _ introduction 
(which was never used) to one of Mr. 
Gordon’s books, I wrote, among other 
things, the following: 

“Mr. Gordon has many gifts and in- 
terests. With his own hands he helped 
to build the lovely big frame house, 
where he now lives alone on a New 
Hampshire hillside, overlooking broad 
valleys bounded by the ranges of the 
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White Mountains. He has a flower 
garden, a vegetable garden, a patch of 
blueberry bushes which he _ +trans- 
planted from a swamp, and a dark 
grove of young pines, which he keeps 
clear of underbrush. There is a small 
cottage which he built for his sister, 
and a workshop, made from an old 
blacksmith shop bought for twenty 
dollars, and in the workshop a pad- 
locked case of fine wood carver’s tools. 
With these Mr. Gordon finds relaxa- 
tion in turning out skillfully carved 
mirror and picture frames and wall 
ornaments, from cherry and other 
woods. In the house there are. many, 
many books, and over the old square 
piano i¢ the picture of Ernest Gordon’s 
well-known father, Adoniram Judson 

Gordon, : 

“What a heritage Mr. Gordon has 
had! Even the family names are remi- 
niscent of earlier men of God. His 
grandfather was John Calvin Gordon, 
and the father was named for the great 

Baptist missionary pioneer to Burma. 

Adoniram Judson Gordon was gradu- 

ated from Brown University in 1860, 

which he had entered at the age of 20, 

and then from Newton Theological 

Seminary in 1863, In 1869, he became 

pastor of the Clarendon Street Baptist 

Church, Boston, where he remained 

until his death in 1895. He was the 

loving and thoughtful father of a large 
family—five daughters and three sons 

—and pastor of a large church, yet 

he found time to take an active part 

in missionary organizations, to write 
several books and compile hymnbooks, 
and write words and music for hymns. 

One of his best-known melodies is the 

familiar tune to ‘My Jesus, I Love 

Thee.’” 

With my family, more than twenty 
years ago, I visited the lovely old New 
Hampshire home, and I well remember 
one little incident that showed Mr. Gor- 
don’s kind heart. Taking Betty, then a 
little girl, by the hand, he led her to 
where flowers were growing and picked 
one especially for her. (Betty is now 
one of the five young widows in Ecua- 
dor, continuing on with her work among 
the Quechua Indians at Shandia.) 

The following is a list of Mr. Gordon’s 
books, verified in the main by himself 


in December, 1951: 


The Antialcohol Movement in Europe (1913). 
(Out of print.) 

Russian Prohibition. (Out of print.) 

The Dry Fight in Europe, (1933). (Out of 
print.) 

Two Footnotes to the History of the Anti- 
alcohol Movement. (Out of print.) 

4 The Breakdown of the Gothenburg System. 
(Out of print.) 

The Maine Law. (Out of print.) 

The Wrétking of the 18th Amendment (1942). 
(Alcohol Information Press, Francestown, 
N. H., $1.50.) 

When the Brewer Had the Stranglehold 
(1930). (Out of print.) 

The Leaven of the Sadducees (1928). (Out 
of print.) 

Compiled The Immanuel Hymnal (1929). 
(Out of print.) - 

Notes From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
(1940.) (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2.) 


‘ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Book of Protestant Saints (1943). (Out 
of print.) 

Christ, the Apostles, and Wine (1944). (Na- 
tional Woman’s Christian Temperance Union 
Pub. House, Evanston, Ill., 40 cents each, 
three for $1.) : 

Alcohol Beaction at Yale (1946). (Alcohol 
Information Press, Francestown, N. H., $1.) 

An Ecclesiastical Octopus (1948). (Fellow- 
ship Press, 9 Park St., Boston 8; $1.25.) 

The American Way. (Alcohol Information 
Press, Francestown, N. H., $1.) 

Wet Science Invades the Schools (1951). 
{Nat'l W.C.T.U. Pub. House, Evanston, IIL, 
$2.) i 

Antialcohol Supplements (2 pamphlets). 
(Nat’l W.C.T.U. Pub. House, Evanston, IIl., 
40 cents.) 

Adoniram Judson Gordon (biography of his 
father). (Out of print.) © 

The Fact of Miracle (1954). (Marshall Jones 
Co., Francestown, N. H., $1.50.) 

The Anglican Way. The Episcopal Clergy and 
Alcoholism, (1952.) (Alcohol Information Press, 
Francestown, N. H., 50 cents.) 

Temperance Teaching in Europe (1954). 
(Nat’l W.C.T.U. Pub. House, Evanston, IIL, 
25 cents.) 

Mr. Gordon published through the Na- 
tional W.C.T.U. Publishing House, Evanston, 
Ill... twenty antialcohol tracts, most of 
which deal with the latest scientific state- 
ments regarding alcoholism. Prices vary 
from 2 to 4 cents, but the entire list costs 
50 cents, plus postage. He commended es- 
pecially No. 2 on the “Hereditary Conse- 
quences of Alcoholism,” and No. 16, “The 
Brain-Ruined Children of Alcoholics.” 
Nos. 13, 14, and 15 deal with the “Incom- 
parable Successes of Prohibition,”’ world 
over, and are 4 cents each. No. 4 reports 
“French Scientists on Wine.” No. 3 is on 
“Alcohol and the Army.” No. 1 gives the 
opinions of eighteen Swiss physicians. No. 
12 is a thrilling statement of John Pierpont 
for the Massachusets drys of 1838. 


It is rather remarkable that, on the 
very day when. Mr..Gordon died (Fri- 
day, February 10), the Editor received 
three thick folders. of. his manuscripts 
for future use. These include twenty- 
three editorials; five temperance articles; 
and copious notes on a number of the 
New Testament books. Also on the same 
day came the final word of consent from 
the man who will succeed Mr. Gordon, 
and about whom the staff has been con- 
ferring, praying, and corresponding for 
Several weeks. 

We are happy to announce that Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith, professor of English 
Bible at Fuller Thevlogical Seminary 
and editor of “Peloubet’s Select Notes 
on the International Sunday School Les- 
sons,” has agreed to write the “Survey 
of Religious Life and Thought,” which 
will continue without interruption in 
THE SunDAY ScHoot TIMEs every month. 


(There is enough of Mr. Gordon’s mate-, 


rial on hand to carry through April at 
least.) Dr. Smith has also been writing 
for THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times for many 
years and is eminently qualified by his 
experience as pastor, teacher at the 
Moody Bible Institute and the Fuller 
Seminary, author of several books and 
of countless articles, to provide Tmmes 
readers regularly with a digest of world- 
wide ‘religious news, 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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2. What Does “Grace” Mean? 
(Acts 15:11; Rom. 3:24; 5:15; 
Titus 2:11; 3:7) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. ’ 


N THE sense in which the Bible uses 

the word “grace” it is the unmerited 
“kindness and love of God our Saviour 
toward man... not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done” (Titus 
3:4, 5). The root from which we get 
our word “grace” has a twofold direc- 
tion. One is related to the giver and the 
other is related to the receiver. It im- 
plies the quality of graciousness in the 
giver and also the quality of gratitude 
in the recipient, and this, in turn, should 
make the recipient gracious to those 
around, 


ge 
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In considering this week’s topic, let us 
think first of grace as applied to 
God, the Giver. We may see in grace 
God’s attitude to man as a guilty and 
condemned creature. It includes God’s 
favor and good will toward man (Luke 
1:30). It is spontaneous—not prompted by 
any outside influence. It is free—no con- 
ditions being required of the recipient. 
It is generous—no limitation being in- 
dicated. It is abiding—no ceasing or 
discontinuance being implied. 


x 


But God’s grace is more than an indi- 
cation of His attitude toward guilty mah. 
It also expresses His action toward man, 
as needy and helpless. It includes not 
only His good will but also His good 
work, His graciousness and His gift, His 
pleasure and His provision. God not 
only loved the world, He gave His only 
Son that men might have life (John 
3:16). 

ve 

Grace is the very character of God, 
including mercy, truth, righteousness, 
and peace. “And he saw that there was 
no man, and wondered that there was 
no intercessor: therefore his arm brought 
salvation unto him (Isa, 59:16). 

Grace is the power and love of God 
preparing for man’s redemption before 
the foundation of the world (Heb. 9:26; 
Rev. 13:8; Eph. 1:4), and then working 
down through the centuries of time to 
keep open the way for the coming of 
the Redeemer and His ultimate death on 








Grace is flowing from Calvary, 
Grace as fathomless as the sea, 
Grace for time and eternity, 
Grace enough for me. 

—E. O. Excell. 
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the cross so that the penalty for sin 

might be paid and man go free, 

ye 

From first to last, salvation is an act 
of grace (Eph. 2:8). Grace covers all three 
tenses of salvation—past, present, and 
future. While we were yet dead in tres- 
passes and sins, Christ died for us. But 
God’s grace is also sufficient for the 
believer’s present need, (2 Cor. 12:9). God 
does not redeem us and then cast us 
adrift to do the best we can. Grace does 
not improve our old nature, it over- 
comes it so that we may walk in new- 
_* “ness of life (Rom. 6:4; Eph. 2:1-6). His 
«= «© grace has provided in abundance (Rom. 
5:17), so that as new creations in Christ 


“©. (2 Cor. 5:17), and equipped with spir- - 


; itual gifts by grace (Rom. 12:3-6), we may 
ws produce the good works God has planned 
®™ “for us (Eph. 2:10), and bear ‘the fruit 

He looks for in us (Gal. 5:22, 23). 
God’s grace in its exceeding riches pro- 
vides for the future (Eph, 2:7), so that 
*" «© throughout all eternity we may be a 
demonstration .of that grace. It is the 
basis of our hope (2 Thess. 2:16) and 
the assurance that some day we shall 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


be with Christ forever, blameless, .spot- 
less, and eternally blessed (Eph. 1: 10-12). 


se 

It is for us then to heed God’s admoni- 
tions (1) to be humble so that we may 
be the recipients of God’s grace (1 Pet. 
5:5); (2) to logk upon God's grace as a 
stewardship, through which His grace 
may reach others through us (1 Pet. 
4:10); (3) to speak with grace (Col, 4: 
6); (4) to sing with grace (Col. 3:16); 
(5) to grow in grace (2 Pet. 3:18); and 
(6) to be strong in grace (2 Tim. 2:1). 


PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 5 to 11 


Mon.—Luke 17:20-30. On the Alert. 

Prayer Succestions:, “And they shall 
say to you, See here; or, see there: go 
not after them, nor follow them.” The 
Kingdom of God cometh not with out- 
ward show. Folks who like the great 
and glamorous (that is, what is given 
lavish publicity) certainly are in danger 
of falling prey to the false prophets in 
these latter.days. Faith that goes al- 
ways on the authority of God’s Word 
sees much in little things and little in 
folly given great dignity. Style and 
show get many to go down the dark 
road of woe. Faith takes the narrow 
gaté that leads to life and ignores the 
wide gate to destruction. Pray to be 
wide-awake for God and His cause, and 
that your love for the Word will excel 
that of all other reading. 


Tues.—Luke 21:5-19. 
“For My Name’s Sake.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For my name’s 
sake.” Our Lord explains to His dis- 
ciples why certain troubles will come 
upon them. They shall, for His name’s 
sake, suffer tribulations, for no greater 
crime than for belonging to Christ, The 
same applies to all who will “live godly 
in Christ Jesus.” The world that hated 
Christ will hate all of His true fol- 
lowers. All one has to do to prove this 
is to give a ringing testimony for Christ 
before his former worldly companions, 
and they will soon let him know how 
little they care for Christ and His fol- 
lowers. Pray for courage to be a bold 
witness for God your Saviour. 


Wed.—Luke 21:25-36, 
Warning and Encouragement. 
PraYeR SuccesTions: “Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not” (22:31). Let us 
all be aware of our spiritual perils so 
long as Satan, as a roaring lion, is go- 
ing about seeking whom he may devour. 
And lét us also’ be assured of the un- 
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failing love-filled prayers of our blessed 
Redeemer, who prayed for erring Peter, 
and has promised to pray ever for us. 
Be as wise as serpents and as harmless 
as doves. Be always spiritually alert. 
Pray for strength of purpose in your 
daily devotions, and in the matter of 
obeying your Lord. 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 10:1-13. 
“Take Heed.” 
Prayer Succestions: “Wherefore let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed 
lest he fall.” Safety and carelessness 
do not live in the same soul. Sure- 
footedness and presumption are not 
found together in either animals or men. 
The world we are passing through is 
full of snares and traps, and only those 
who look well to their goings will es- 
cape them, The wise man’s eyes are in 
his head. Moreover, he makes sure he 
has a light to his feet and a light for his 
path. Take heed to God’s Book; don’t 
trust to “luck.” Pray for Christians 
who are veering toward worldliness, 


Fri.—1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. 
Always With the Lord. 
PraYER Succestions: “So shall we ever 
be with the Lord.” The best handker- 
chief for drying a Christian’s tears in 
bereavement is the hope of the resur- 
rection of the dead. After a few years 
roll by, believers separated by death are 
forever in union in the presence of their 
glorified Lord (see John 17:24). “Where- 
fore comfort one another with these 
words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Pray for the 
comfort of Christ’s love for all Chris- 
tians under bereavement. 


Sat.—2 Thessalonians 3:1-13. 
Unwearied in Welldoing. 
PraYeER Succestions: “Brethren, be not 
weary. in well doing.” And in Galatians 
6:9, Paul exhorts. us thus: “And let 
us not be weary in well doing: for in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not.” Going on in the work of the Lord 
under difficulty and hardship gives us 
an opportunity of proving the strength 
of faith and hope and love. Pray for 
grace to go on for God Steadily, faith- 
fully, and even joyfully. Your best work 
for God is that done in times of distress 
and grief. Pray for patience in tribula- 
tion, 


Sun.—1 Corinthians 15:20-28. 
Then Comes the End. 
PraYEeR SvuccestTions: “Then cometh 
the end.” Our Lord still is awaiting the 
hour of final triumph over all rule and 
authority: for He must reign until He 
has put all enemies under His feet. You, 
too, must go on with hope and courage 
to finish the work which He has given 
you to do. Night will come sooner than 
you think. Whatsoever your hand find- 
eth to do, do it with all your might. 
There is no chance to labor for God 
among men when your, breath leaves 
your body. Keep the end in view. Labor 
on. Pray for your local ministers and 
Christian workers. 











A 3/4 Million Dollar 


Radio installation has been purchased by the 
Far East Broadcasting Co. 


--=- FOR $30,500 


The U. S. Government built and operated these powerful transmitters 
in San Francisco to beam its messages to Asia . . . 7000 miles away. 


The Far East Broadcasting Co. will by God’s grace place them in Manila, Philippines, 
. « . just 600 miles from the Bamboo Curtain . . . FOR THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 


Sac) gee 
a 


50,000 watt RCA bandswitching Immense antenna system capable 100,000 watt General Electric trans- 


transmitter. (As large as largest of increasing radiated power to mitter. (Twice as powerful as power 
regular station in the U.S.A.) 4,000,000 watts. _limit placed on U.S. stations.) 


WHAT WILL THIS MEAN FOR THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST? 


Now, at last, the voice of Christ will be com- 
parable on a world scale to the powerful 
voices of international propaganda stations. 


FEBC ENGINEERS ARE NOW DISMANTLING THIS INSTALLATION 
TRANSMITTERS AND ANTENNA MUST BE OFF PROPERTY IN 45 DAYS 
MATERIAL ASSISTANCE IS URGENTLY NEEDED WOW TO COMPLETE PROJECT 
SHIPMENT AND INSTALLATION IN MANILA WILL BE MADE AS FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE 
Will you prayertully consider your part in this investment for the Gospel? 
Your investment is income tax deductible. Financial statement of past fiscal year available upon request. 
FAR EAST BROADCASTING CO. Box 1. WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA 


‘‘Multipiying the voices of all evangelically minded missionaries of all denominations.”’ 





